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EDITORIAL 

A lot has been happening internationally and domestically in the the recent 

months which affects the course of events in the Pashtun Belt. For the first time a 

variety of stackholders including the political parties, human rights organisations, civil 

society, academics, intellectuals, media persons, students and  common people from 

across the length and breadth of  Pukhtunkhwa have come together to reflect and 

voice their collective voice to end the bloodshed in their towns and villages. The 

Peshawar Declaration was jointly approved in a grand jirga in December 2009. The 

two key causes of terrorism identified by the Peshawar Declaration are: strategic 

depth policy of the military establishment of Pakistan; and the Arab expansionism 

embodied by al Qaeda under the garb of global Islam. To end terrorism, the policy of 

strategic depth has to be given up and al Qaeda has to be crushed. Subsequently a 

number of Jirgas have been held spearheaded by the Amn Tehrik to chalk out ways 

and means for ensuring the implementation of the Peshawar Declaration.  

 A.Q Wazirzada’s article ‘ The Revival of Pushtuns’ on the subject discusses 

the issues in some detail and brings into focus several related issues; primary 

among these a need for reform within the Pashtun Society itself to get rid of the 

miserable situation. We at SAHAR invite our readers to reflect on this issue and 

share with us their views in the form of articles, letters, which will be shared with our 

wide community of readers through SAHAR. 

We are pleased to include an excellent article by Shahid Ilyas ‘I Want My 

Rights’ which discusses the most important yet the most neglected aspect of the 

conflict in the region:  the denial of rights to the Pashtuns that is the real cause of the 

turmoil in Pashtunkhwa as well as Afganistan. The scholarly article by Dr Rahmat 

Zirakyar ‘ The Voices of Empire – From CIA’s  Cultural Great  Game  To Global 

Great  Game  Today’  is a wonderful  effort to see through the global game that is 

being played out in our region and is a must read for all serious readers. The feature 

on Swat by Zubair Torwali and the special report on the ‘Alluring Handicrafts of Swat’  

must be enjoyable reading for all.  The usual poetry is also there for those of us with 

interest in the Pashtun poetry. 

We feel extremely grateful to the readers who send in their comments and 

valuable suggestions. We look forward to your valued comments and reviews to 

make this magazine a quality publication. While most readers have been very 



��������������������������������������������������� ����	
���
����������������������������������������� ����������������
�

 

generous in sending their appreciation, however, serious feedback on the quality of 

magazine, suggestions to improve the work and comments on the various issues 

discussed in the articles and other features are not as readily forthcoming. We would 

appreciate if your comments focus more on the selection and quality of articles as 

well as participate in the debate that the selected articles intend to generate. Your 

feedback to improve the quality, outlook and contents of the magazine will be 

eagerly awaited and will be shared with our readers. Happy Reading. 

Editor in Chief,  

Azra Nafees 

editorsahar@gmail.com  
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               Section 1 : History, Geo-Politics & Current Affairs 

 

THE REVIVAL OF THE PASHTUNS  

A Q Wazirzada  

Introduction 

 The Pashtuns share a common ideology, common language, common 

ancestry and common traditions. These form the identity of the Pashtuns. The 

important thing is that the world around the Pashtuns has changed a lot while the 

Pashtuns have largely remained in isolation. Illiteracy and abject poverty have taken 

hold of the Pashtun society and there has hardly been any significant intellectual 

activity in recent times. There has been no assessment or review of prevalent age 

old ideals of the Pashtuns. The Pashtuns need to see if their collective ideology is in 

sync with the laws of nature and instep with the challenges of the modern world.  

The Peshawar Declaration  

 The recent Peshawar declaration is a noble attempt to list down all possible 

issues. It is the first time that a broad spectrum of politicians, academicians and 

intelligentsia sat together for a frank discussion on the Pashtuns’ predicament. The 

ideas presented in the declaration are going to be very useful for the revival of the 

Pashtuns. It is feared that the task of overcoming everything can become 

overwhelming and may lead to inaction; unless, the declaration is followed up by a 

clear cut action plan; assigning tasks and responsibilities and deadline for its 

achievement of the goals and targets. In other words, a priority list of a few selected 

issues with targets for the short term and the long term needs to be drawn from the 

Peshawar Declaration that the government, political parties and the public could 

focus on. 

 There is second caveat. The declaration mentions everything that is wrong 

with everyone else...what about the Pashtuns themselves; is everything alright with 

the Pashtuns themselves? illiteracy, poverty, foreign intervention, Wahabism are 

only contributory factors. There are definitely some weaknesses in Pashtun society, 
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culture and way of life that help retrogressive elements such as  illiteracy, poverty, 

foreign intervention, Wahabism to get hold. We need to analyze these issues and 

address them first. 

 That said, I would like to say that what Pashtuns are suffering particularly, all 

the Muslims are suffering from generally. Muslims all over the world need to wake up 

from their slumber, shun obscurantism and make themselves relevant to the world 

and relevant to the present times; otherwise as they say; Time and Tide waits for no 

man. The Pashtuns or for that matter the Muslims lack the tools to face up to the 

challenges of these modern times; we must realize that the tools of the 7th of the 

12th century will not help us much; we need to open our minds to new ideas and 

reform our societies to be in step with the current times. We need to realize that 

religion and politics should never be mixed. Therefore, crises facing the Muslims are 

basically of an intellectual nature. The intellectual depravity created by lack of 

broader dialogue on religious matters amongst the Muslims led to the stagnation in 

evolutionary thought. Widespread illiteracy in Pashtun areas and depriving 50% of 

the population (Women) from any intellectual pursuits has contributed towards this. 

 Since centuries the Pashtuns have stood 'Tall' among the nationalities of the 

sub continent as Kings, Generals, Warriors, Adventurers, Writers, Poets, 

Philosophers, Musicians, Singers, Actors, Dancers, Sportsmen and more recently as 

Doctors, Engineers, Architects, Builders etc....but now their confidence is at its 

lowest ebb. Their strong characteristics like honor, hospitality and unflinching 

obedience that used to be the envy of the world have been exploited by others; they 

have fallen victim to their own strengths and in combination with poverty and 

illiteracy have been left behind in every sphere of human and social development. 

Denial will not help us. Lets face the realties...however bitter they maybe to swallow.  

 Till the majority of the Pashtuns do not become progressive and shed their 

ultra conservative views about Islam, till the time Islam is not separated from politics, 

till the Pashtuns do not shed the fatalistic and obscurantist approach towards their 

lives, and till the women in the Pashtun society are not given equal opportunities the 

Pashtuns will keep on being exploited and keep on suffering.  

 There is extremism in thought and spirit that is ubiquitous; this needs to be 

addressed by completely overhauling the entire education system especially the 

religious education. We may kill all the Taliban that have declared themselves as 
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such but we need to be wary of the 'Taliban Within' who are a much bigger threat to 

the country. The Pashtuns lack the tools to face up to the challenges of these 

modern times; we must realize that the tools of the 7th or the 12th century are not 

compatible to the present times and we need to review and scrutinize our traditional 

values to see what is relevant to us; what needs to be kept and what needs to be 

discarded. 

 In the fast changing world of today all such cultures are facing the challenges 

of the time. Science & technological development are shaping the destiny of the 

world and all those cultures however old and strong they maybe will perish if they do 

not reinvent themselves and bring themselves in step with scientific, general 

educational, legal, social and moral requirements of the modern world. 

Pukhtunwali 

 The Pashtuns know their Pakhtunwali codes very well. It will suffice to 

mention here that the Pakhtunwali codes have all the elements of brotherhood, 

honor, trust, equality, hospitality, moral standing, legal requirements, social behavior, 

compassion, coordination, self respect, unity and faith built into it.  It is a pre Islamic 

tradition and is well known for its secular characteristics. Over a period of time, 

starting from the British rule in India to the invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviets; 

the Pashtun's secular character has gradually been eroded and has been replaced 

by ultra conservative religious and fundamentalist characteristics. This has 

contributed to the demise of Pukhtunwali to a significant extent. Etched in the fabric 

of Pukhtunwali are sublime characteristics and values that are much needed by the 

Pashtuns in the current crises. These are reconciliation, mysticism, secularism, 

religious tolerance and pluralism. The reinvigoration of these forgotten features of 

the Pakhtun culture will certainly lead to social harmony and peaceful coexistence. 

 The idea is not to discard the thousands of years of wisdom that has evolved 

as part of Pukhtunwali; but to review and reform it so that it is instep with the 

demands of the world and so that it holds up to the standards of human rights, 

fairness and justice that have emerged as the world is moving towards excellence in 

all spheres of human development. It is for this spirit of human rights, fairplay and 

justice that there was a need for Pukhtunwali to evolve in the first place. Keeping this 

spirit alive the Pashtuns need to keep alive the process of evolution just as their 

forefathers or the architects of Pukhtunwali did. Needless to say, following 
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Puktunwali is second nature to the Pashtuns rather than following any other ideology 

that has no roots in the Pashtun lands. After the experiments with Monarchy, 

Colonialism, Marxism and now Democracy have failed let us give the age old 

tradition of Pukhtunwali a chance….Pashtun problems need to be resolved the 

Pashtun way; this can be done by bringing well established traditions such as Jerga 

and Roogha back into Pashtuns lives. 

 The Jirga or tribal council has been an integral part of the Pashtun society. 

This is by far the oldest example of direct democracy exercised at the local level. 

Through the system of Jirga the decision-making at the local level became all 

inclusive and similarly, the same function was performed by Loya Jirga (Grand 

Assembly) at the national level. What the world has recently acquired through 

democracy was being practiced by the Pashtuns a long time ago.  

 This type of council is both versatile and rewarding as it gives a direct voice to 

the people and helps to attend to the issues on the local level. Historically, in 

Afghanistan the system of Jirga has proved its worth and has helped in national 

reconciliation as well. The current effort to form a progressive nation state in 

Afghanistan by implanting foreign designs on the country has created a situation of 

conflict between the traditional ideology and the new ideologies. Whereas, 

democracy and the traditionalism need not to be in conflict with each other.  

 We need to take advantage of our strengths and work together to face the 

challenges of the new times. For example the Jerga needs to be given its due 

position within the state apparatus. In fact it can be incorporated as a consultative 

body by the elected representative at the local or village/town level and as recourse 

of last resort at the national level in the form of Loya Jirga.  The Jirga can be a tool to 

assist in resolving conflicts and smoothening out the problems generated by the well 

known pillars of the state; Executive, Legislature and the Judiciary. This asset of 

Pashtun traditional values needs to be revived and strengthened. On the other hand, 

traditions of revenge ‘Badal’, honor Nang and the rights of women need to be 

assessed and reformed.   

Pashtuns at Crossroads 

 The Pashtuns today stand at crossroads. At best there is confusion in the 

approach that needs to be followed. The easiest approach is to blame someone. 
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Albeit, some blame does fall on each and every of the actors of the Afghan - USSR 

war; blaming others only and not taking responsibility for one owns faults, errors and 

mistakes will be a blunder and cannot be beneficial for the Pashtun cause. 

 That said; criticism of others without accepting one's own role and focusing on 

ones own weaknesses cannot help the Pashtuns to come out of this crises. Today, 

the Pashtuns have very few or no friends. There seem to be mainly two alternatives 

for the Pashtuns: 

1.  Base our future planning for the Pashtun nation on resentment and 

 hatred for other nationalities and ethnic groups and disassociate 

 ourselves with these groups. This will surely not help the cause of the 

 Pashtuns. 

2.  Put the resentment behind us and focus on our own weaknesses that 

 have led us to the present predicament and plan the future of the 

 nation with a new slate, in peace and harmony with all the nations and 

 ethnic groups concerned. 

 The decision is very straight forward, however, it is entirely up to us which 

path we want to take. The newspapers and most of the radio and TV networks are 

not helpful at all. Most of the articles published or programs telecast on the 

mainstream Pakistani media follow the theme presented below: - 

1.  The Taliban are mainly foreigners; they are not Muslims. 

2.  There are very few of these mercenaries; our courageous Army will 

 eliminate these miscreants. 

3.  We are on the path of democracy and democracy will in the long run 

 get rid of extremism. 

4.  The Nation will come out of every calamity; they are very resilient; no 

 one can destroy Nation as God is with us. 

5.  India, the US and Iranians are conspiring against us; Afghans are also 

 working to undermine us. 

 The problem is that we blame the Taliban while at the same time in our 

thoughts and in our deeds we remain inflexible, backward and degenerate. Most of 

us are followers of interpretation of Mullas on religion, our society and our way of life 

as a whole.  We do not know anything better or are too scared to go against the 
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Mullah. By doing so we are directly or indirectly supporting the extremist. Those 

illiterate amongst us maybe forgiven for blind following of the Mullah; but well 

educated 'ignorant' are the worst. We do not want to open our minds to an improved 

understanding of our religion and somehow do not want to change from the narrow 

fixated views that the clergy bring to us. Unfortunately, these views are untenable in 

the current times. This virus of stagnation is killing all the good in the society; first 

from within then from without. 

 There is a general prevalence of self denial in our society...we are quick to 

blame our predicament entirely on outside groups and agencies. The very approach 

to blame all others; ISI, Punjabis, CIA, Israel, India, Tajiks, Arabs, Uzbeks etc for all 

our woes is contra productive and will keep the Pashtuns backward and stuck in their 

shells. The day we stop blaming others for everything and accept that the problem is 

mainly with the Pashtuns we would have taken the first correct step.  In fact the 

whole Pakistani nation is in a similar situation of denial. They are at best 

daydreaming and are hostage to their erroneous beliefs, misconceptions and false 

hopes. Unfortunately, there is very little hope for the entire country till the public and 

the leadership recognizes this anomaly and work on the ways to completely overhaul 

their thinking.  

 All those cultures however old and strong they maybe will perish if they do not 

reinvent themselves and bring themselves in step with the humanistic, educational, 

legal, social and moral standards of the modern world. 

What Needs to be Done  

 Till the majority of the people do not become progressive and shed their ultra 

conservative views about Islam, till they do not shed the fatalistic and obscurantist 

approach in their lives, and till the women in the Pashtun societies are not given their 

due rights and equal opportunities; the society as a whole is contributing towards 

extremism.  Generally, all the individuals of the society that support retrogressive 

views are by default  the 'Taliban within' however, outwardly suited booted they may 

be. As long as obscurantist ideas are fostered and we are not ready to have a 

broader dialogue on Islam and the Muslim traditions and practices we are morally 

and spiritually supporting the extremist. 
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 The United States and its allies confront a syndicate of terrorist mostly 

residing the Pashtun regions of Afghanistan and Pakistan. They are not a monolith, 

nor do they have a single agenda. They have no single leader but they work 

together, they inspire each other and often they protect each other. By not changing 

our thinking and not taking the right steps to get rid ourselves of our weaknesses in 

our traditional values we are indirectly supporting this syndicate to prosper. A victory 

for the syndicate in Afghanistan/Pakistan would have enormous implications 

throughout the Islamic world as it will symbolize a win for all retrogressive and 

obscurantist forces that are struggling to claim the leadership of Islam.  

 The Pashtuns need to focus on their capabilities and on their potentials to 

become a useful and creative people in the world. The quickest way to become 

useful as a person and as a society to mankind is by focusing on the  

creative potential of the people and the human resources of a nation. To begin with 

we need to come up with the ideas of how we can make the Pashtun nation creative 

and useful.  A broad dialogue and consensus will have to be initiated to get the best 

outcomes. When a consensus has been achieved these ideas can be put into action. 

One way to inspire the Pashtuns to action is to provide them with a purpose and a 

direction.  

 A committee with renowned Pashtun personalities fro m all walks of life 

needs to be set up to analyze the traditional value s of the Pashtuns with the 

task to reform them. This is imperative for the rev ival of the Pashtun nation 

and for invigorating the now demoralized and confus ed masses. An effort is 

required to perform a synthesis of the traditional with the modern so as to 

safeguard the beneficial traditional values and dis card the retrogressive ones 

for achieving a sustainable progress and long term prosperity for the 

Pashtuns rather than blind adherence to modernity.  This when achieved will 

institutionalize a new political system that will go a long way in eliminating conflict at 

all levels and legitimizing the process of policy making necessary to build a modern 

Pashtun nation.  

Conclusion 

 In the fast changing world of today all classical values and cultures are facing 

the challenges of the time. Science & technological development are shaping the 

destiny of the world and all those cultures however old and strong they maybe are 



��������������������������������������������������� ����	
���
����������������������������������������� �������
���������
�

 

likely to perish if they do not reinvent themselves and bring themselves in step with 

the humanistic, educational, legal, social and moral requirements of the modern 

world. The Pashtun's secular character has gradually been eroded and has been 

replaced by ultra conservative religious and fundamentalist characteristics. This has 

contributed to the demise of Pukhtunwali to a significant extent. We can work 

together to redefine Pulhtunwali and overcome its weaknesses, so that the 

thousands of years of wisdom can be brought to our benefit and help the Pashtuns 

come out of this crises. A committee of learned Pashtuns need to be given the task 

of studying the reasons of why the Pashtuns have lost their past glory and what 

reformation is necessary of our culture and traditions to bring the Pashtuns in step 

with the world.  

 In summary we can say that the Pashtuns are a conservative lot. They have 
lived in more or less isolation for centuries. In recent years, the Pashtuns have 
acquired ultra conservative religious and fundamentalist characteristics. This has 
eroded the strengths of their Pukhtunwali and brought out the weaknesses of this 
culture to the fore. The positives of Pukhtunwali such as reconciliation, mysticism, 
secularism, religious tolerance and pluralism are being diminished. Today, more than 
ever before we need to reinvigorate these forgotten features of the Pashtun culture 
that will certainly lead to social harmony, peaceful coexistence of Pashtuns with their 
neighbors and ultimately peace throughout the region. The Pashtun’s secular 
characteristic needs to be revived. The Pashtuns need to look outward; reinvent 
themselves to come in step with the modern world while keeping their beneficial 
traditional values in tact. Scientific and general education especially, the education of 
the women is the most important criteria for the revival of the Pashtuns. 

 

 

�The writer is a Professional Engineer and has a Master’s degree in Technology 
Management and have been responsible for big infra structure project. Presently, he 
is working in Australia in the Public sector. 
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I WANT MY RIGHTS 

Shahid Ilyas Khan 

 A number of factors are being identified for the causes of the bloodshed that 

is going on in Pashtunkhwa. These include: the Pashtuns are basically violent and 

barbaric; Al-Qaeda has taken hold of their lands; Pakistani state is manipulating the 

situation in order to get “strategic depth”; India is fanning the violence; the Afghan 

government is responsible; US presence in the region is the cause, etc etc. But none 

of the proponents of these theories has ever grasped the real issues: it is the denial 

of rights to the Pashtuns that is the real cause of the turmoil in Pashtunkhwa. The 

above, all or some of them, are merely what we can see on the surface. Had the 

Pashtuns (part of Pakistan) been recognized as a nation, and had they been granted 

their rights accordingly, they would have been enough educated and prosperous and 

they would never have been prone to being misguided into taking arms. 

 The world has long recognized the right of all nations to rule themselves and 

be the owners of their own resources. Not so about the Pashtuns. The Pashtuns of 

Pakistan - not the retired bureaucrats and generals from among them (with some 

exceptions) who are satisfied with the status quo for obvious reasons - but the 

Pashtuns as a nation; are illiterate, economically down-trodden, insecure, politically 

un-empowered and religiously misguided. These factors have made them amenable 

to being incited on violence (often they fight against their own interests) as a result of 

false propaganda. Therefore, rather than making confusion about the causes of 

violence in Pashtunkhwa, we need to focus on the real factors. 

 The mother of all problems in Pashtunkhwa is the denial to Pashtuns the right 

to rule themselves. The Pakistani military’s obsession with a centralized and 

authoritarian Pakistan, where the smaller nationalities are coerced to follow the diktat 

of the dominant groups (Punjabis and Muhajirs), broke Pakistan once, and the same 

has the potential to break it again. Currently, the Pakistan which we see as of today 

as run according to the 1973 constitution as distorted by the successive military 

dictators, can be called anything but a federation. Even the original 1973 constitution 

provides for a highly centralized state. In order to remove this flaw, and in order to 

give the various nationalties inhabiting Pakistan a feeling of belongingness, a new 
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constitution needs to be passed that is formulated by the consensus of the genuine 

representatives of these nationalities. 

 One of the most important institutions in a true federation is senate. The 

general rule is that this body should have substantial legislative powers and control 

over state treasury as well as all the units in the federation should have equal 

representation in this body irrespective of the numerical strengths of the various 

federating units. In Pakistan, there indeed is a senate, but without powers. The new 

constitution should provide for an elected senate, having equal representation from 

all the nationalities, i.e. Punjabis, Baluchis, Pashtuns and Sindhis, and it should be 

made the source of all legislative powers. No law should be passed without having 

been voted by the majority of members of each of these nationalities. The national 

assembly should have nominal powers and should have representation 

proportionate to the population of each nationality. Secondly, the provinces should 

be restructured on the basis of nationalities inhabiting them. The Pashtuns, which 

are put in Baluchistan, the so called NWFP, the so-called FATA and the Pashtun-

inhabited areas currently in Punjab, should have a single province. Every province 

should have the right to choose a name for itself. 

 Thirdly, the new constitution should provide for only two lists of subjects, so as 

both the centre and the federating units know their respective spheres. Following the 

spirit of true federalism, all powers - except defense, foreign affairs and currency - 

should be devolved to the re-structured provinces. The offices of the provincial 

governors should be abolished because they have served no purpose other than as 

instrument of interference by the centre in the internal affairs of the provinces. 

Moreover, the practice of appointments of bureaucrats by the centre to the provinces 

should be abolished because this too, as in the case of the offices of governors, has 

been used as an instrument of centers, and virtually of the dominant groups’ 

interference in the internal affairs of the provinces.  

 Fourthly, all the major languages, namely, Pashtu, Punjabi, Baluchi, Sindhi 

and Urdu should be given the status of national languages. The Pashtuns (non-

generals-non-bureaucrats [with some exceptions]) resent the fact that they can 

speak, read, and write the languages of others but they can not read and write their 

own language. There is an increasing apprehension among the growing and 

educated Pashtun youth that a systematic attempt at making them forget their 
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language, culture, heritage, history and heroes is underway. By recognizing their 

language as having as important a status, as any other, will greatly reduce their 

resentment and apprehensions.  

 Fifthly, the impression among the smaller nationalities generally and the 

Pashtuns specifically that the dominant group has exploited them economically since 

1947, and that it still continues to exploit them as colonies, needs to be attended to 

with concerted and honest steps. At present, everything including cars, tractors, 

trucks, fans, air conditioners, agricultural machinery, fertilizers, chemicals, 

medicines, clothes, cigarettes, shoes, sugar, flour, plastic bags, steel, silver, 

furniture, washing machines, carpets, auto-spare parts, electrical cables and 

gadgets, electronics etc etc is made either in Punjab or Karachi and is sold to 

Baluchistan, interior Sind and Pashtunkhwa. The smaller nationalities serve as 

primary markets for products manufactured in Punjab and Karachi. They (the smaller 

nationalities) argue that, had it been the result of the creativity and wisdom of the 

Punjabis and the Muhajirs of Karachi and the absence of the lack of these qualities 

in the Pashtuns, Sindhis, Baluchis and other smaller groups, they would have 

accepted that as their fate and destiny. But they say that this relationship of 

themselves (Sindhis, Pashtuns and Baluchis) being consumers and the dominant 

groups (Punjabis and Muhajirs) being producers, has evolved as a result of decades-

long state policy of  denying state resources - which is needed in order to make an 

industrial base - to the smaller nationalities, and the demonstration of out-of-

proportions generosity towards the dominant groups. 

 This one way traffic has not only to be stopped; the state has to compensate 

to the smaller nationalities for the past economic injustices. The state has to chalk 

out a plan according to which it should generate adequate revenues from the 

incomes of the dominant groups and make the same available to the provincial 

governments of the smaller nationalities to be offered to potential local investors in 

these provinces to jump start a process of industrialization and economic growth. It 

needs to be made sure that the sums continue flowing in until they come at par with 

the dominant groups. Once this is realized, then the industries of different provinces 

should be open to compete according to the principles of free market economies. 

Sixthly, under the current electoral system, the smaller nationalities can rarely hope 

to reach to the highest political offices of the state. Therefore, a new system needs to 
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be put in place, according to which the offices of the president, prime minister, 

speaker and chairman senate rotate among the different nationalities. Every 

nationality has the right to hold these offices for equal number of years. In the same 

fashion, a system needs to be put in place according to which every nationality 

inhabiting Pakistan holds the offices of the chief of army staff, naval and air chiefs, 

chairmen of election and public service commissions, heads of state run think tanks, 

heads of different government, semi autonomous and autonomous bodies, for equal 

number of years. Since 1947 all these offices have generally been occupied by 

people from the dominant groups.  

 Finally, and very significantly, neither the Pashtuns of Afghanistan nor those 

of Pakistan have ever accepted the Durand Line as just or legitimate. They are not 

likely to accept it in the future either. Therefore, an open border policy with 

Afghanistan as far as the Pashtuns are concerned, will be the best policy - indeed 

the only policy, that can work. Interference in the internal affairs of Afghanistan by 

Pakistan is resented by the Pashtuns on both sides of the Durand Line, and they 

consider that as an attempt at undermining their history, culture, language, and most 

importantly, their honour. Therefore Pakistan needs to stop attempts at destabilizing 

Afghanistan or installing “friendly” government in Kabul. 

 To conclude with, the only hope of a stable and unified Pakistan lies in 

establishing a just and realistic political and economic order in which all the 

nationalities inhabiting it feel as partners, not subjects. Hoping to subdue the 

Pashtuns - or the other small nationalities for that matter - with the use of force and 

coerce them into accepting and living with the current unjust political and economic 

order, is highly unrealistic and impractical. It is time to reflect and decide between a 

new and just Pakistan in which all the nationalities (irrespective of their numerical 

strength) live as equal partners of the state, and a Pakistan in which the dominant 

groups are pitted against the smaller nationalities with the real and ever present 

danger of a bloody civil strife and eventual disintegration. Indeed, Pakistan never 

faced the choice between “now or never” as intensely and urgently as it does today.   

The writer is a  freelance columnist belonging to North Waziristan. Holds masters in 

Political Science and M.Phil in International Relations. Can be reached at 

ilyasakbarkhan@gmail.com 
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THE LABYRINTH OF POWER POLITICS  

Muhammad Arif Tangi 

 Just like power politics in international relations prioritizes national self 

interests over the interests of other countries of the world inter-party and intra-party 

power politics prioritize party’s politics and personal interests over other broader 

ideological motives.  Within a party the spectrum of power politics ranges from 

individual’s thirst for grabbing power and lobbying to any other Machiavellian 

pursuits. 

 Significant in this regard is family politics. While some political parties appeal 

to great personalities who are often the founding fathers of the parties, the families of 

those great men most often retain the power and leadership owning to their hold on 

the legacy. Political legacy in such case becomes the touch stone of loyalty and 

those who share it are considered closest to the ideological side of the party. 

Sometimes, the close relatives of the powerful political families also fight for disputed 

legacy and hence they either overlap the activities of the party or share the power 

hierarchy or simply struggle for the leadership. Political legacy of the political leaders 

of the past is the hegemonic discourse which can be deconstructed by highlighting 

the aspects of appeal to authority. 

 The second most important aspect of power politics is the nuisance value. A 

party which is more conducive to nurture men of nuisance value than appreciating 

resourcefulness is likely to indulge in power politics and ideological compromises. 

Nuisance value is the ability to be too uncanny to disturb the power echelons than to 

prove competency that will ensure promotion of a cause. Such people of nuisance 

value are ardently advocated within the lobbies and welcomed into the strongholds 

either as a bargain to win over the political opponents or simply to strengthening the 

existing hierarchy of power politics. To counter nuisance value the existing power 

hierarchy needs to be disturbed quite often by either shifting personalities from one 

powerful position to another or encouraging lobbies on the principal of 

resourcefulness. Resourcefulness may refer to money, skills or other intellectual 

capabilities. 
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 Power politics also means using the power networking. Those who use the 

power networking are usually outsiders who know the art of joining the power 

networking at the right time. And ideal situation for them is to wait till their inclusion 

may affect the balance of power. Such outsiders mostly include serving bureaucrats 

and their families who use the power networking for their vested interest very lavishly 

as there is always a chance that power networks with power. To give such outsiders 

a wide berth one has to constantly keep an eye on the balance of power and dilute 

the power of the outsiders by welcoming as many of them of conflicting interests as 

there could be.  

 Power politics is a weakness rather than strength. It cuts deep the ideological 

strings on the one hand and affecting democratic hierarchies on the other hand. A 

party might have different contours of power politics that the one mentioned above 

but it should be constantly diagnosed in order to make the ideology work and 

benefits extended on the principal of utilitarianism.  

The writer hails from Charsadda and  holds a masters degree in English Literature. 

He is currently based in Islamabad and can be reached at ariftangi@gmail.com   
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  LACK OF IDENTITY AND THE MILITANCY IN THE PAKHTUN  BELT 

 

     Bal Mashaal 

 

 My views are basically about “renaming of Pashtoonkhwa”. It admits, no doubt 

that Pashtuns are struggling with their very existence. The Taliban, Al Qaida, and an 

assortment of intelligence agencies have virtually hijacked the whole Pashtun nation. 

Given such a sad scenario, some pro-establishment forces and the armchair 

analysts of Lahore and Islamabad may like us to believe that the renaming of our 

province is not an issue for the people of Pashtoonkhwa. Actually these analysts do 

not want either due to their ignorance or their malice and animosity that the militancy 

should ever be culminated in the Pashtun region. But let me be brutally frank, the 

problems that the Pashtuns face today are all the basic ones. Our no problem is 

secondary. How could we admit that our identity is secondary and the war against 

militancy is our primary issue when our all predicaments are linked to it? Fighting 

militancy is as much important for the Pashtuns as fighting for their lost identity which 

the imperialists and their bootlickers had brutally snatched away from them. In other 

words, fighting to reclaim our lost identity is not actually different from fighting 

militancy. 

  

 Pashtuns have been indoctrinated as being Muslims only. Those who 

struggled to educate them about their true identity, like Bacha Khan and his brave 

cohorts, were labeled as traitors by the Brits and then by the Panjabi establishment 

and kept them always behind the bars. It should not be therefore difficult to 

understand that Pashtuns have been deprived of their identity in a very systematic 

and organized way. I believe that lack of identity has a very crucial role in the growth 

of militancy in the Pashtun belt. The poor Pashtuns with lack of good education and 

identity have assumed themselves as the ‘soldiers’ of Islam because Islam is the 

only identity that the Panjab-dominated Pakistan has hitherto bestowed upon them to 

fulfill the requirement of its so-called two-nations ‘theory’.  

 How could someone colonize a whole nation in the light of a baseless so-

called ‘theory’? People didn’t even accept the theories of Darwin, Freud, and Marx, 

or any other great human being ever born in human history, but the Panjabi 

establishment wants us to accept the so-called ‘theory’ of the Brits and their 

bootlicker Mr Jinnah. 
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 Since the Pashtuns don’t feel themselves being the Pashtuns but the ‘Muslim 

Mujahids’ only as per their systematic indoctrination, they wrought such havoc on 

their own brethren and beloved land. Had they knew and felt being Pashtuns also, 

they would never like to destroy their motherland and their own fascinating Pashtun 

culture in such an unscrupulous way. Why the civilized nations of East and West are 

so much sensitive concerning their land and cultural and spiritual resources is 

because they have an identity.  

 The same is true for the growth of militancy in Afghanistan. Before the soviet 

invasion we didn’t know about the Islamist culture in that poor country. In fact, Kabul 

was among the most modern cities in the region. It is only when the Pakistani 

intelligence agencies ‘generously’ invested petro-dollars in the indoctrination of the 

poor, war-stricken and homeless Afghans in the Pakistani refugee camps that the 

militancy grew. Initially the Afghans were fighting the war of independence, but 

Pakistan and its American and Arab allies changed that in jihad. It is only the feeling 

that matters everywhere. Mr. Obama is originally a Kenyan, but being feeling an 

American he is useless for Kenya and good for the US. But Mr. Obama selected his 

identity, the Pashtuns were deprived of it. Islam was once their religion and 

Pashtunwali their code of conduct. They used to worship God according to the 

Islamic teachings but their life they lived according to Pashtunwali—How to treat his 

parents and elders, how to treat women, how to treat his friend and enemy, how to 

treat strangers and guests, how to dress, how and why to go for a war and with 

whom, how and who to love and hate, how to remain an honourable, how one 

becomes a disgraceful—each and every single aspect of the Pashtun life was 

according to Pashtunwali. Later on Islam, which was first only his religion, became 

his nation and identity as well. Some believe that poverty and illiteracy are 

responsible for Talibanization, which I don’t, because, poverty, corruption and 

illiteracy have always been there in the Pashtun belt as much as in any other third 

world country but there never had been the Talibanization before. It is not poverty 

but being not feeling themselves is mainly responsible for the Talibanization in the 

Pashtun belt. 

  

  Pashtuns must only feel themselves; they must not feel strangers to their own 

selves. Let a Pashtun find his lost person (identity) and he knows well how to join 

and compete with this world of change and flux. He has brilliantly proved this in the 
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past in the shape of Abdali, Sher Shah Suri and Mir Wais Hotak—but then a Pashtun 

was a Pashtun, not someone else. Faith doesn’t define relationship, nor it can ever 

be anyone’s nation; we have seen many a time a mother and her son with different 

faiths, and many a nation continuously adopting different and new faiths including 

the Pashtuns who were at one time Zoroastrians and at other the Budhists. The 

same is also true for the Panjabi Muslims of what is today called Pakistan whose 

earlier religion is Hinduism. Majority of who was from the lower Hindu castes that 

converted to Islam due to political and social reasons because Islam believed not in 

caste system but social and political equality.  

 Therefore, it is not faith but one’s ethnic identity that remains unchanged. 

Unfortunately the Pashtuns have been robed of this very identity, and this too so 

unnaturally. How could a so-called ‘theory’ of Mr Jinnah and his Panjabi elites 

overnight transform the Pashtun nation into a Muslim nation? Nation use not to be 

some moisturizing cold cream or any other such commodity that if suits not one’s 

taste s/he can replace it. Nation has no alternatives! Our nation and culture have 

been since thousands of centuries. They came not into being on 14th August 1947. 

Why should some stranger, Mr Jinnah, whom no one for sure knows from where he 

comes, obliterate our Pashtun culture and identity so simply overnight? Who the hell 

are Panjabi Indians and the British Europeans to decide for the Central Asian 

Pashtuns? Pashtuns are not the Indian Muslims. They are Central Asian Muslims. 

Therefore, when the Brits were creating a new country for the Indian Muslims, they 

never meant to include Pashtuns in that new project. Pakistan movement was for 

creating a new country for the Indian Muslims not for any Central Asian Muslims. 

The Brits to their ‘faithful’ Indian Muslim friends gifted the Pashtuns and their land 

like a commodity. 

  

 We should not be surprised as to how one thing can fill the vacuum in the 

absence of another right thing just as how systematically Islam filled the vacuum of 

the Pashtun identity. Pashtun doctors, engineers, educationists and scientists too 

are contributing to the development of other nations because they don’t have a 

nation and identity of their own. This is high time, we have in the course of time 

become a Muslim nation; the world in general and the Arabs and the Panjabis in 

particular are using this Muslim nation (Pashtuns) for their proxy jihads. Every Tom, 

Dick and Harry brazenly comes and trades in the Pashtun’s faith. What worst 

bargain than this can any one ever know about? Let’s become the Pashtun nation 
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once again and tell the whole world that Pashtuns can no more be taken for granted 

because they are now a nation of the Pashtuns, by the Pashtuns, and for the 

Pashtuns. In nuts-and-bolts terms, without reclaiming our identity and becoming a 

Pashtun nation, we are going to lose what little original still remain in us, for all of the 

major powers of the region—‘pure’ Panjab, the ‘holy’ Arabs, India, Russia, US, Iran 

and China, (even the Baloch freedom fighters)—at each and every second are hell 

bent on reaping every benefit they can from under the debris of the unfortunate 

Pashtun land on the either side of the Durand in the course of this unceasing war on 

terror. Every stakeholder is hell awake save the hosts, the Pashtuns, knowing not 

what catastrophe is awaiting them in the future. If their eyes were not wide-open 

even after so much loss-upon-loss, the end will define them as the only losers. 

�

The writer hails from South Waziristan Agency and is a graduate student in 

Peshawar University. He can be reached at wazir880@gmail.com 
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VOICES OF EMPIRE:  FROM CIA’s  CULTURAL GREAT  GAME   TO 

GLOBAL GREAT  GAME  TODAY  

Dr. Rahmat Rabi Zirakyar, Independent Scholar, U.S. A. 
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The emergence of the United States “as a full-fledged global empire” reminds us of a 1919 

essay “The Sociology of Imperialism” by Austrian economist and sociologist Joseph 

Schumpeter (1883-1950) in which he wrote: “There was no corner of the world where some 

interest was not alleged to be in danger or under actual attack. If the interests were not 

Roman, they were of Rome’s allies; and if Rome had no allies, then allies would be invented.  

When it was utterly impossible to contrive such an interest- then it was the national honor 

that had been insulted.  The fight was always invested with an aura of legality. Rome was 

always being attacked by evil-minded neighbors, always fighting for a breathing space.  The 

whole world was pervaded by a host of enemies, and it was manifestly Rome’s duty to guard 

against their indubitably aggressive designs.” Quoted in Prof. Noam Chomsky, Imperial 

Ambitions: Conversations on the post-911 World, 2005, p. 53. 

�

Introduction 

 Once you have finished reading my writing, you might become suspicious of 

any organization whose name includes the word “information”, “culture”, “freedom”, 

or “democracy”. You might even become suspicious of yourself whether you were an 

unaware player in the CIA’s cultural operations! 

 U.S. Professor of History Robin W. Winks shares his observations about the 

difficulties of writing reliable accounts of intelligence agencies: “There are very few 

reliable histories of intelligence, and with good cause.  The sources lie, are lost, are 

nonexistent, are withheld.  Journalists (often) lack the patience, scholars (often) lack 

the clout to gain access, to stay the course, to outlast those who would with both 

good and malign intent seek to influence the writer’s conclusions.” (“The Wise Man 

of Intelligence: Uncovering the Life of  Allen Dulles,” in Foreign Affairs, November  

and December 1994 ). Electronic version (January 3, 2010)  Global media consultant 

Alan Simpson suggests that  students of intelligence should be “inquisitive, skeptical 

and  unemotional about analyzing the use, and abuse of intelligence information.” 

Comlink.com (Jan. 26, 2010)  The desire to stop emotions about analyzing a socio-
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political issue is almost impossible. Yet, I will try to contain my feelings while 

analyzing intelligence research. Mainly, I am focusing here on a crucial book, in 

which the author  analyzed  recently declassified documents, exclusive  interviews, 

and  111 relevant published books: Frances Stoner Saunders, The Cultural Cold 

War: The CIA and the World of Arts and Letters (New York: The New Press, 1999), 

ix+509 pages. Her pioneering book is a starting point for further investigation. 

Because culture has the potential to impel people’s  hearts and minds, the CIA 

(Central Intelligence Agency)  penetrated  every corner of the cultural sphere in the 

world during the Cold War. English  journalist and independent film producer 

Saunders’ book is a significant work in investigative history of the cultural Cold War 

funded covertly by the CIA. 

��FROM   CIA’s     CULTURAL  GREAT  GAME  TO   GLOBAL   GREAT  GAME 

 In the aftermath of Second World War, the U.S.A. as the key figure in the “free  

world”  was  foremost interested in harnessing intellectual  products and energies as 

one means to the end to defeat an ideology that counteracted individualism and 

capitalism.  Many of the Cold War era’s top intellectuals and artists come into sight in 

the book by Saunders: Isaiah Berlin, Clement Greenberg, Sidney  Hook, Arthur 

Koester, Irving Kristol, Robert Lowell, Henry Luce, Andre` Malraux, Mary McCarthy, 

Reinhold Neibuhr, George Orwell, Jackson Pollock, Bertrand Russell, Jean-Paul 

Sartre, Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. and Stephen Spender, among others. Many were 

unaware players in the CIA cultural operations while others were willfully 

accommodating in the game.  In the aftermath of the Second World War, General 

George Marshall, Secretary of State in President Truman era (1945-1953), designed 

a strategy for Western Europe that was based on two pillars: a package of economic 

assistance coupled with a doctrinal imperative of  a secret cultural- ideological war 

on communism.  So Cold War became a holy war against a Godless Communism.  

Because America did not have a ministry for cultural affairs, the Great Cultural Game 

has to be assigned to another U.S. agency, the CIA. 

 The Office of Strategic Services (OSS) was formed in 1942 in the wake of  

Pearl Harbor and abolished in September 1945 by President Truman. It was the 

institutional forerunner to CIA established in 1947.  George Kennan, diplomat-

scholar, architect of the Marshall Plan, and as director of  State Department’s Policy 

Planning Staff was one of the father of the CIA. General William J. Donovan is also 

known as the father of today’s CIA. He was chief of the Office of Strategic Services 
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(OSS) and Allen Dulles was chief of OSS in Europe. Donovan organized the 

Coordinator of Information (COI) in 1941 in Rockefeller Center and appointed Allen 

Dulles to head its operations. COI was the institutional predecessor to the Office of 

Strategic Services in 1942. Congress passed the Central Intelligence Act of CIA in 

1949.  According to this Act, the Director of the CIA had the power to spend funds 

without having to account for disbursements. When the CIA moved  from its 

temporary buildings in Washington, D.C. to its new Langley headquarters in Virginia 

in 1961, the Agency’s Director  Allen Dulles “arranged for one of his favorite quotes 

from scripture[the Bible] to be engraved on the wall of the Langley lobby: ‘And 

ye[you]shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free’.” (The Bible, John: 8, 

32), Saunders, p. 280. Listen to  Tom Braden, the CIA agent who put together the 

International Organizations Division and  later wrote about  truth: “Truth was 

reserved for the inside”, namely inside the CIA. He added that “To the outsider, CIA 

men learned to lie consciously and deliberately without the slightest tinge of the guilt 

that most men feel when they tell a deliberate lie” (Saunders, p. 380, quoted from 

Braden, “What Was Wrong with the CIA?”, Saturday Review, 5 April 1975) Under 

President Eisenhower, Allen Dulles became CIA director (1953- 1961). He was also 

involved in the covert operations that lead to the removal of democratically elected 

Mohammad Mossadeq, Prime Minister of Iran, by the Shah Reza Pahlavi (1953-

1979). 

 The Congress of Cultural Freedom was an anti-communist advocacy group 

founded in West Berlin on June 26, 1950, just a day after North Korea invaded the 

South. The Congress for Cultural Freedom was the focal point of the U.S. 

government secret program of cultural propaganda in Western Europe. This 

organization operated at the discretion of the CIA.  It was run by CIA agent Michael 

Josselson (1950-67), who was originally an East Berliner.  A raft of journals and 

magazines was linked to the Congress for Cultural Freedom: Der Monat (in 

Germany) was acquired by the Congress from the Ford Foundation in  1954; the 

periodical  History was “as much a product of the Cold War as the Crusade for 

Freedom.” (p.137); Perspective was published in four languages(French, German, 

English, and Italian); Hewar was published in Arabic; Encounter magazine was the 

centerpiece of post-World War II intellectual history and discussion (1953-90), and 

Stephen Spender was chosen by the CIA and MI6 (British Secret Intelligence 

Service) to co-edit it.  Other magazines were: Tempo Presente (Italy), Quadrant 

(Australia), Quest (India), Quardernos (Latin America), Jiyu (Japan), Preuves 
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(‘evidence’, France),  Forum, Science and Freedom, and Soviet Survey(“Bizarrely, 

even some communist journals felt they could usefully borrow material” from this 

magazine. Saunders, p.213). Also, CIA’s  men were writing articles for scholarly 

journals like Hudson Review, Kenyon Review, Partisan Review, The New Republic, 

and  the Irish University Review. 

 According to a chief of the CIA’s Covert Actions Staff, books are most 

important among all other propaganda media: “primarily because one single book 

can significantly change the reader’s attitude and action to an extent unmatched by 

the impact of any other single medium[such as to]make books the most important 

weapon of strategic (long-range) propaganda.” (ibid.,p.245, quoted from Final Report 

of the Church Committee, 1976).  As stated in New York Times (25 December 

1977), the CIA was engaged in the publication of “at least a thousand books.” ( 

Saunders,p.245). Here are a few examples: Boris Pasternak’s Doctor Zhivago (first 

publ. in Italy in 1957); Marxist-writer-intellectual El Campesino’s Listen Comrades: 

Life and Death in the USSR ( 1952); Chilean Marxist Eudecio Ravines, The Yenan 

Way: The Kremlin’s Penetration of South America (1951); The New Class: An 

Analysis of the Communist System 1957 by dissident Yugoslav Communist leader 

and writer Milovan Djilas. “Sometimes, reviews of books in the New York Times or 

other respected broadsheets were penned by CIA writers under contract.”(p.247). A 

CIA operative talking with the editor of Washington Post, Philip Graham, about the 

availability and compensation of journalists ready to promote CIA cover stories and 

propaganda stated:�“  You could get a journalist cheaper than a good call  girl, for 

a couple hundred dollars a month.” �Quoted from Deborah Davis, Katherine the 

Great (1991) in “Mockingbird-The Subversion of the Free Press by CIA”, 

blueskysunshine.org/blog [January 9, 2010].  

 In 1947, Frank Wisner established “Operation Mockingbird”.  In 1948, the CIA 

created a covert action division, the Office of Policy Coordination (OPC), which 

became the espionage and counter-intelligence branch of the CIA.  In 1948, Wisner 

was appointed director of the Office of Special Projects (OSP), the forerunner of 

OPC in that year. In 1954, Wisner arranged for the funding of the Hollywood 

production of Animal Farm, the British animated allegory based on the popular book 

of the same title by George Orwell (1903-1950), who was British novelist, journalist 

and political writer. Frank Wisner  was also able to restrict newspapers from 

reporting about certain events, such as the CIA plots to topple the governments of  
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Iran (1953) and Guatemala (1954). Alex Constantine writes in his book (Mockingbird: 

The Subversion of the Free Press by the CIA[2000]) that in the 1950s “some three 

thousand salaried and contract CIA employees were eventually engaged in 

propaganda efforts. The cost of disinforming the world cost American tax payers  an 

estimated $265 million” a year by 1978. This equals to “ a budget larger than  the 

combined expenditures of Reuter, UPI and AP news syndicates.” Also, in 1977, the 

Copley News Service acknowledged that “in fact,” its  23 employees “were full-time 

employees of the (Central Intelligence) Agency.” Quoted in 

spartacus.school.net.co.uk, [January 9, 2010]. White Houses staffer, covert 

operative for CIA (1950-1970s), convicted Watergate  “plumber” and novelist E. 

Howard Hunt’s memoir (American Spy: My Secret History in the CIA, Watergate and 

Beyond, published 2007) will introduce you to the covert designs under four U.S. 

presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon (1953-1974). See also Hugh 

Wilford, The Mighty Wurlitzer: How the CIA  Played America, 2008). Frank Wisner 

used the metaphor “Mighty Wurlitzer” to characterize the CIA’s array of  front 

organizations. 

 Arthur Schlesinger (1919-2007) was Professor of History, a Pulitzer Prize 

recipient, intellectual and social critic. He was a leader of anti-communist liberals in 

the McCarthy era and beyond.  After World War II, the U.S. government became 

concerned about the threat of communism expanding in Eastern Europe, China 

(1949) and appealing to some Western intellectuals. Named after a young 

Republican Senator Joseph McCarthy (1946-1957), McCarthyism was  a politically 

and ideologically charged phenomenon of internal/U.S. cultural Cold War or an 

“ugly mood of national hysteria”  characterized by two elements:  

(a)  Reckless and unsubstantiated accusations of subversions or treasons 

 directed against leftist U.S. citizens.  

(b)  Attacks on the patriotism of political adversaries.  

 Even “New Deal and Fair Deal Democrats were called (Commiecrats).” 

President Truman  (1945-1953) himself “would later complain of the (great wave 

of hysteria ) sweeping the nation”, despite the fact that to a great extent his politics 

contributed to that hysteria.  From March 1947 to December 1952,”some 6.6 million 

persons were investigated. Not a single case of espionage was uncovered.” 

Regardless of “the failure to find subversion, the broad scope of the official Red hunt 
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gave popular credence to the notion that the government was riddled with spies,” 

and consequently American “became convinced of the need for absolute security 

and the preservation of the established order.” ( Douglas Millar and Marion Nowack, 

The Fifties , 1977, quoted in  Prof. of History, Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the 

United States, 1980, pp. 420ff; see also: Main Problems in American History, edited 

by professors of history Howard H.Quint, Dean Albertson, and Milton Cantor, 1987, 

pp. 276ff; Thomas C. Reeves, The Life and Times of Joe McCarthy, 1982, p. 437-39; 

and Haynes Johnson, Age of Anxiety: McCarthyism to Terrorism, 2005).  This dark 

and repressive era of U.S. democracy lasted roughly from 1950 to late 1950s, but its 

fear and suspicion lived on through 1970s. 

  Arthur  Schlesinger  served   as  adviser  to  presidents   Kennedy  and  

Johnson.  He   had worked during the Second World War at the Research and 

Analysis department of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) and was acquainted 

with Allen Dulles-America’s chief of espionage in Europe during the World War II, 

since 1951 CIA’s Deputy Director of Operations, “the inspiration” behind the 

Congress for Cultural Freedom, and the brother of John Foster Dulles (Secretary of 

State, 1953-59). In May 1949, Allen Dulles conducted the formation of the National 

Committee for a Free Europe (NCFE), which was “one of the CIA’s most ambitious 

fronts.” (Saunders, p. 130).  He proposed to Schlesinger in 1950 to “sit on” the 

Executive Committee of Radio Free Europe, which was launched that year by the 

CIA. Radio Free Europe began broadcasting in 1951. Radio Free Europe/Radio 

Liberty (RFE/RL) is a broadcast organization which was founded as an anti-

communist source of news and information during the Cold War. Its current official 

“mission is to promote democratic values and institutions by reporting the news in 

countries where free press is banned by the government or not fully established.” 

(rferl.org, visited on Feb. 8, 2010).  

 From its current headquarters in Prague, Czech Republic, RFE/RL broadcasts 

in 28 languages (including Pashto, Dari/ Farsi [Persian] and Arabic) to 20 countries 

(including Russia, Iran, Afghanistan, Belarus, and Iraq). The author and writer 

William Blum, a former U.S. State Department employee until 1967, who resigned 

from his job because of his disillusionment with American foreign policy, writes: “In 

actuality, the CIA covertly funded almost all of the cost [of RFE/RL] until 1971; 

exposure of the (Central Intelligence) Agency’s role in 1967…led to Congress 

eventually instituting open governmental financing of the stations.” Blum criticizes the 
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broadcast stations  that although they  “served the purpose of filling in some of the 

gaps and correcting the falsehoods of the Communist media”, they “could not 

escape presenting a picture of the world, both East  and West, shot through 

with their own omissions and distortions.”   Blum adds that their “mission in life 

was to emphasize was whatever could make the Communist regimes look bad.” 

Blum quotes Victor Marchetti, former senior official of CIA, “the primary value of the 

radios was to sow discontent in Eastern Europe, and in the process, to weaken the 

communist governments.” (Victor Marchetti and John Marks, The CIA and the Cult of 

Intelligence, 1975, pp. 204-206).  Blum observes that “many”  of the Russians hired 

by various  radio stations, “which broadcast  at length  about freedom, democracy 

and other humanitarian concerns, were later identified by the U.S. Justice 

Department as Hitler’s notorious Einsatztruppen [Operation Forces].” Also, Blum 

points to German war criminals, who “were employed by the CIA in a variety of anti-

Soviet operations.” (William Blum, Killing Hope: U.S. Military and CIA Interventions 

Since World War II, updated ed., 2004, pp.118, 59-61).  

 Arthur Schlesinger was falsely accused of as “Harvard Communist” by 

reporter John Fox in 1954. Schlesinger, “the Cold War theologian” Reinhold Niebuhr, 

James T. Farrell, Richard Revere of the New Yorker, former Socialist Party chairman 

and six times candidate for U.S. president, Norman Thomas, and Partisan Review  

editor Philip Rahv belonged to the moderate camp of the American Committee for 

Cultural Freedom ( ACCF), which was founded in New York in 1951.  This 

organization’s first chairman was Sidney Hook( a “contract consultant” for the CIA), 

as well as it was “the official American affiliate” of the Congress for Cultural 

Freedom.  Through its front organizations, the CIA could conceal its involvement 

from public view. The American Committee for Cultural Freedom, the  Congress for 

Cultural Freedom, and the National Committee for a Free Europe were front 

organizations of CIA, which “had a power of veto” over front activities (Saunders, pp. 

57-59, 203). 

 Three seminal books served as an effective weapon in the psychological 

warfare: The Vital Center by a leader of anti-communist liberals Arthur Schlesinger 

(1949); The God That Failed by Hungarian-born British novelist Arthur Koestler 

(1949); and British novelist George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949).  All these 

three books were designed to convert the disillusioned non-communist Left to the 

Western liberal democracy. Recapturing  overseas opinion leaders (such as 
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journalists, commentators, artists, professors and scientists) to the cause of ‘liberty 

and freedom’ necessitated  a program for  “ ‘learned operations like seminars, 

symposia, special tomes, learned journals, libraries, exchange of persons, endowed  

professorships etc.’” (Saunders, p.151). U.S. Professor of History Howard Zinn wrote 

about the fade of anti-communist films: “Between 1948 and 1954, more than forty 

anti-Communist films came out of Hollywood.” (A People’s History of the United 

States, op.cit., p. 428). 

 In Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York, the “Cultural Scientific Conference for 

World Peace” was organized (March 1949) by leftists including Soviet delegates.  To 

marginalize the communist propaganda, an international counter-committee was 

established, which was comprised of  the following prominent intellectuals:  

Benedetto Croce ( 1866-1952: Italian critic, politician, cultural historian, and 

philosopher who rejected Karl Marx’s determinism); T.S. Elliot( 1888-1965: 

American-born English poet, playwright with religious orientation, and literary critic-

arguably  one of “the most daring innovators” of the twentieth-century poetry); Karl 

Jaspers (1883-1969: German philosopher and psychiatrist, who was one of the 

originators of existentialism and had influenced theology, psychiatry and philosophy); 

Andre` Malraux (1901-1976: French novelist, art historian, and statesman for many 

years as Frances’s minister of information and minister of cultural affairs) ; Jacques 

Maritain (1882-1973: converted to Catholicism, he was French philosopher, political 

thinker, and a prominent interpreter of the theology of the thirteenth-century 

influential Italian philosopher and Roman Catholic theologian  Saint Thomas 

Aquinas-he considered philosophy as ancilla theologiae(handmaid of theology]) ; 

Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) a British philosopher, logician, essayist, and social 

critic-most known for his work in analytic philosophy and mathematical logic.  Also, 

he was noted for significant contribution to education, history, political theory, 

religious studies, as well as for his anti-war and anti-nuclear protests. Russell was 

awarded Nobel Prize for Literature in 1950.  He criticized Stalinism/Soviet 

totalitarianism and U.S. war in Vietnam); Igor F. Stravinsky (1882-1971: Russian-

born pianist and conductor, major composer of the 20th century, and since 1946 

naturalized U.S. citizen); and Dr. Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965: Alsasian-German 

theologian, humanitarian, philosopher and medical doctor; he obtained Ph.D. 

dissertation on the religious philosophy of Emanuel Kant in 1889 and M.D. degree in 

1913. He was doctor and surgeon in the hospital he founded at Lambarene in 

French Equatorial Africa where he died and  was buried.  
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 He was awarded Nobel Peace Prize in 1952 for his philosophy of “Reverence 

for Life”[Ehrfurcht vor dem Leben]. From 1952 until his death, Dr. Schweitzer was 

engaged in protest against nuclear tests and nuclear weapons with the father of 

modern physics, German-born American Dr. Albert Einstein(1879-1955) and British 

philosopher Bertrand Russell)-see Saunders, pp. 45-48, and other electronic 

sources. 

 “The Farthfield Foundation was a CIA foundation and there were many such 

foundations,” said CIA agent  Tom Braden. He was working for Allen Dulles, CIA’s 

Deputy Director of Operations, as “one of his most dashing” OSS officers. 

(Saunders, pp. 127, 95). Maintaining cultural freedom was an expensive project.  

From 1950-1967, CIA has to spend tens of million dollars on the Congress for 

Cultural Freedom and connected projects.  With such a pledge, the CIA was the de 

facto U.S. “Ministry of Culture.” (ibid, p.129). U.S. diplomat and strategist George 

Kennan “never felt the slightest pangs of conscience” about the fuss regarding CIA 

money. The United States did not have “Ministry of Culture”, and the CIA just “filled   

(the gape”, Kennan concluded(ibid., p.408). CIA had a “cover branch” for supplying 

funding cover, namely foundations of private citizens, such as Ford Foundation, 

Rockefeller Foundation, Carnegie Foundation, Farthfield Foundation, etc. “Over 170” 

foundations are reported to have willfully promoted CIA funding ‘passes’.” There was 

a joke about the words (free) or (private) used in connection with foundations: 

“if any American philanthropic or cultural organiza tion carried the words (free) 

or (private) in its literature, it must  be a CIA f ront.”  (ibid., pp. 135-136).  One and 

the same, the Rockefeller Foundation and the Ford Foundation were “an integral 

component of America’s Cold War machinery.” 

 Nelson Rockefeller’s brother David was an important multi-functional man:  

He was a trustee of the Council of Foreign Relations, Chairman of the Executive 

Committee for International House, and “close friend” of  Allen Dulles and Tom 

Braden. With Dulles permission, Braden “often briefed” David Rockefeller on what 

they were doing. Sometimes David would provide Braden with money for doing 

things that were not covered by CIA budget.  This way, CIA “never came to the 

equation”, recalled Braden in an interview, Virginia, August 1996.  “These freelance 

transactions” , continues the author Frances Stoner Saunders, “gave new meaning 

to the governmental buccaneering, and were an inevitable bi-product of the semi-

privatization of American foreign policy during these Cold War years.” (pp. 144-145).  
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The President Eisenhower (1953-1961) “splurge” was continued by the desire of 

President Kennedy administration’s “productive relationship” with artists. “156 of the 

more famous of them” were present at his inaugural ceremonies.  Many Cold 

Warriors enjoyed the imperial-inspirational aura, as one admirer reminded Kennedy 

just ten days after his inauguration: Similar to the pride of Romans expressed in the 

phrase (civis Romanus sum), now once again Americans can enjoy “civis 

Americanus sum” (I am an American citizen).  This was, in a way, indicating 

membership in Roman civilization.  Lord Palmerston (June 25, 1850), was proud to 

announce that every British citizen in the world “should  be protected by the British 

Empire.”  

 This proud boast was repeated by President Kennedy in his speech in West 

Berlin (June 26, 1963) in this form:  “Ich  Bin ein Berliner”(I am a Berliner). After the 

end of the Second World War, Germany was divided, and 96-mile (155 km) long and 

nearly 12-foot high wall separated West and East Berlin. In his speech, President 

Kennedy used the construction of the Berlin Wall as an example of the 

incompetence of communist regime: “Freedom has many difficulties and democracy 

is not perfect, but we have never had to put a wall up to keep our people in, to 

prevent them from leaving us.”  Twenty-four years later in 1987, President Ronald 

Reagan visited West Berlin and urged Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev  to “tear 

down this wall!” From the western perspective, the wall was designed to prevent 

East Berliners escaping to the West and freedom. William Blum was a U.S. State 

Department employee until 1967. He resigned from his job because of his 

disillusionment and opposition to American foreign policy. He is the  founder of 

Washington Free Press, author and writer.  To William Blum, the wall was 

constructed for two reasons: First, “The West was bedeviling the East with a 

vigorous campaign of recruiting East German professionals and skilled 

workers….This eventually led to a serious labor and production crisis in the East.  As 

one indication of this, the New York Times reported (June 27, 1963, p.12): (West 

Berlin suffered economically from the wall by the loss of about 60,000 skilled 

workmen who had commuted daily from their homes in East Berlin to their places of 

work in West Berlin).”  Second, “during the 1950s, American coldwarriors” in the 

Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) launched “a crude campaign of 

sabotage and subversion against East Germany (the Democratic Republic of 

Germany) designed to throw that country’s economic and administrative machinery 

out of gear.” Blum describes the CIA and other US intelligence and military services 
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operations as follows:  They “recruited, equipped, trained and financed” East and 

West German “activist groups and individuals, … to carry out actions which ran the 

spectrum from terrorism to juvenile delinquency; anything to make life difficult for the 

East German people and weaken their support of the government; anything to make 

the commies(communists) look bad.” (William Blum, “Another Cold War Myth: The 

Fall of the Berlin Wall”, Counterpunch, October 2-4, 2009). Professor Huntington’s 

book (Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of  the World Order, 1996) has 

attracted not only the attention of the world’s intellectual community, but also his 

thesis “was dominating the U.S. political scene” since the 911 attacks ( September 

11, 2001; see bellow). 

THE COLD WAR  IS OVER, LONG  LIVE  THE  “CLASH OF C IVILIZAIONS”? 

 The Berlin Wall came down on November 9, 1989. Twenty years later, on 

November 9, 2009, the fall of the Berlin Wall was commemorated in Berlin, which 

welcomed many heads of states and governments. How can you celebrate the 20th 

anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall without even saluting to the Afghan nation 

that tore the “Iron Curtain” and broke down the Berlin Wall?! After the end of  World 

War II, former allies went from  cooperation to confrontation, and the Cold War 

started.  After the end of the Cold War in 1989-1991, the “clash of civilizations” 

started. We cannot get away from the fact that without an “enemy” there will be a 

vacuum in news coverage as in politics.  The alliance of Christian-Western and 

Islamic-Eastern civilizations defeated the Soviet aggression against Afghanistan 

(1979-1989).  Both allied civilizations enjoyed their victory over the “Godless 

Communism” of the Cold War.  Listen to Huntington:  “To Americans and Westerners 

generally Afghanistan was the final, decisive victory, the Waterloo, of the Cold 

War….What the West sees as a victory for the Free World , Muslims see as a 

victory for Islam [emphasis added]” (Clash of Civilizations, 1996,pp.246-247).  Soon 

after the demise of the Soviet Communism, “The Roots of Muslim Rage”(Atlantic 

Magazine, 1990) by the veteran Orientalist  Professor Bernard Lewis, The End of 

History and the Last Man by Professor Francis Fukuyama(Free Press 1992), and 

“The Clash of Civilizations?” by Professor Huntington (Foreign Affairs, summer 1993-

expanded to a book in 1996) emerged.  Generally, the West discovered Islam 

(officially radical Islam ) as the “New Communism ”. Thus, a dangerous adversary 

was identified, and so a vacuum no more existed.  The three professors (Lewis, 

Fukuyama and Huntington) are more or less clamoring for a religious-civilizational 
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war, a global equivalent of the Thirty Years’ War  from 1618 to 1648 in Europe. (See 

Rahmat Zirakyar, “Relocate United Nations to Jerusalem to Harmonize Civilizations”, 

January 2008, pp. 13-14; electronic version) 

  Internationally renowned U.S. scholar Professor Noam Chomsky comments 

on Blum’s book (Killing Hope: U.S. Military and CIA Interventions Since World War II, 

2004,):  “Far and away the best book on the topic.”  A major U.S. intellectual, author 

and speaker Gore Vidal “enjoyed it immensely.” Blum writes: “The Cold Wars is 

Over. Long Live the Cold War.”  After the end of the Cold War, the death of 

International Communist Conspiracy, and the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the 

Warsaw Pact,“There was none of the (peace dividend)” for anyone. “Nothing 

changed in American foreign policy” and  even NATO, which was created for the 

protection of Western Europe against Soviet invasion, “remained, ever increasing in 

size and military power, a treaty on wheels which could be rolled in any direction to 

suit” U.S. current foreign policy. Blum comes to the conclusion that  “the whole thing 

had been a con game. The Soviet Union and something called communism pr se 

had not been the object of Washington’s global attack. There had never been an 

International Communist Conspiracy.  The enemy was, and remains, any 

government or movement, or even individual, that st ands in the way of  the 

expansion of the American Empire ;” continues Blum, “by whatever names the 

U.S. gives to the enemy: communist, rogue state, drug trafficker, terrorist…”  Blum 

compares attack on “symbolic buildings” to the retaliation of a “symbolic country”:  

“The 11 September terrorists had chosen symbolic buildings to attack and the United 

States then chose a symbolic country to retaliate against.” 

Conclusions  

            “The illusion of dissent [in democracy]” was carried on:  The CIA backed up 

“socialist and cold warriors, black and white warriors”.  In his article “CIA: The Great 

Corrupter” (Feb. 1967), Andrew Kopkind stated that the “sham pluralism…was utterly 

corrupting.” Two other intellectuals Jason Epstein in 1967 and Connor Cruise 

O’Brien in 1966 criticized that “second-class passengers were travelling first 

class.”(Saunders, pp 409 & 473, footnote 9 to chapter 26). Robert Lowell (1917-

1977), the son of U.S. Navy Commander T.T.S. Lowell, was one of the distinguished 

U.S. poets of the day, and a friend of Robert Kennedy and Jacqueline Kennedy. He 

became skeptical after participating in a White House dinner (May 11, 1962) in honor 

of the  French author and Minister of Culture Andre` Malraux, a player in the CIA’s 
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cultural Great Game: “Then the next morning you read that the Seventh Fleet had 

been sent somewhere in Asia.”  He believed that “the real government was 

somewhere else ”, namely, “something much closer to the Pentagon  [Defense 

Department] was really running the country.”(This sounds something like Military-

Industrial Complex). Robert Lowell “feels[s] we intellectuals play a very pompous and 

frivolous role-we should be windows, not window-dressing.” (Quoted in Saunders, 

pp. 344-45).   

               Frances S. Saunders  finishes her book with this fascinating paragraph: 

“Behind the ‘unexamined nostalgia’ for the ‘Golden Days’ of American intelligence, 

lay a much more devastating truth : the same people who read Dante...went to Yale 

[University] and were educated in civic virtue,  recruited Nazis, manipulated the 

outcome of democratic elections , gave LSD to unwitting subjects, opened the mail 

of thousands of American citizens, overthrew [foreign] governments, supported 

dictatorships, plotted assassinations, and engineered the Bay of Pigs disaster[ failed 

U.S. invasion of Cuba during the early months of John F. Kennedy administration]. 

‘In the name  of  what?,’ asked one critic ‘Not civic virtue, but empire ’.” (p. 427).   

Listen to the voices of the empire now: In the aftermath of  the Cold War end, the 

empire declared in 1992:  “Our first objective is to prevent the re-emergence of a 

new rival, either on the territory of the former Soviet Union or elsewhere, that poses 

a threat on the order of that posed formerly by the Soviet Union….we must account 

sufficiently for the interests of the advanced industrial nations to discourage them 

from challenging  our leadership or seeking to overrun the established political and 

economic order….we must maintain the mechanism for deterring potential 

competitors from even aspiring to a larger regional or global role.” (Defense Planning 

Guidance for the Fiscal Years 1994-1999, as quoted from New York Times, March 8, 

1992 by Blum). The Project of New American Century (PNAC) is a neoconservative 

think tank created in 1997. Its goal is “to promote American global leadership”.  

PNAC’s statement of principles was signed by 25 Americans, including: William 

Benet, Jeb Bush, Dick Cheney, Steve Forbes, Zalmay Khalilzad , Donald Rumsfeld, 

and Paul Wolfowitz. William Kristol, who was the son of Irving Kristol (an important 

figure during the CIA’s cultural Cold War), was the chairman of PNAC.  In its report 

we can read: “Our military requires a dramatic transformation, lest we lose our ability 

to fight the future unconventional wars…some  may be fought  in cyber space, 

others under water or in outer space.  
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               And some even within our bodies .”(PANAC-“Rebuilding America’s 

Defenses”, 2000) As the empire expands, a base in every neighborhood is needed 

to quell any challenge to imperial rule:  Subsequent to “ its bombing” of Iraq in 1991, 

the United States “wound up with military bases” in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, 

Qatar, Oman, and the United Arab Emirates.  Subsequent to its bombing of 

Yugoslavia in 1999, the empire “wound up with military bases” in Kosovo, Albania, 

Bulgaria, Macedonia, Hungary, Bosnia and Croatia. Next to “its bombing” of 

Afghanistan in 2001-2002, the empire “wound up with military bases” in Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, Kazakhistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzistan, Georgia, Yemen and 

Djibouti. “Following its bombing” of Iraq in 2003, the empire “wound up with Iraq.” In 

the aftermath of 911 catastrophe, President George W. Bush (2001-2009) said: “we 

will smoke them [Bin Laden and his warriors] out of their holes.”(This sounds like 

exorcism. See: Joshua Gunny, “The Rhetoric of Exorcism: George W. Bush and the 

Return of Political Demonology”, 2004, in quistia.com; (Feb. 15, 2010).  U.S. 

Secretary of State Collin Powell declared in February 2002 that “America will have a 

continuing interest and presence in Central Asia of a kind that we could not have 

dreamed of before.” Also, later that year, the U.S. Defense Department announced 

that  the U.S. military “is currently deployed to more locations then [than] it has been 

throughout history.”   

                U.S. Army Major General Franklin Hagenbeck speaking of the destruction 

of three villages in the Shahikot Valley in Afghanistan (March 2002): “We leveled it. 

There was nobody left, just dirt and dust.”  (For above quotations, see William 

Blum, Killing Hope, pp. 382-391). If history and the physical world exists “only in 

mind”, and if the mind itself is manageable-what then?! Following the war of “dirt and 

dust” in the Pashtun areas, the “war of perception” was launched on February13, 

2010 on Marja town in Afghanistan.  If war is “a brutal and ugly enterprise”, then the 

war on Marja might be less brutal and ugly: a real war sprinkled with mind control 

plus the use of battle tanks with missiles, rocket launchers…, helicopter gunships, 

and probably some physical nations building with ugly scars on the mind of Afghans 

who have a culture of resistance. And here, it goes again: Marja (Afghanistan, 2010) 

= Fallujah (Iraq, 2004). For war on Marja, see: Christian Science Monitor, February 

14, 2010; electronic version. Global Research’s frequent contributor  Bill Van Auken 

quotes Stratfor, a global intelligence website “with close ties” to the U.S. 

administration, as follows: “the assault is likely to include the cordoning off of the 

area, so many of the fighters dedicated to its defense will probably be forced to fight 
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to the death or surrender.” (“US to Launch Fallujah-style Attack in Afghanistan”, in 

Global Research.ca (Feb. 14, 2010). Van Auken continues to explain that US military 

command wants to set an “example of a population center known as a center of 

resistance” to empire. President Obama should know that the city of Marja cannot be 

rebuilt once your military poisons it (like Tora Bora in 2001-2002) and its environs 

with depleted uranium, tungsten (chemical element W(olframium]) and other toxins?  

Depleted uranium contaminates food, water, air and land for ever, and it is the 

ultimate “dirty bomb.” (See: “Current Issues-Depleted Uranium Weapons in 

Afghanistan”; last updated July 22, 2009; in wise-uranium.org (Feb. 14,  2010 ). 

German Federal Defense Force (Bundeswehr) manual disputed U.S. and U.K. denial  

over depleted uranium use in Afghanistan’s Tora Bora area:  “During the operation 

‘Enduring Freedom’ in support of the Northern Alliance against the Taliban-Regime, 

US-aircraft used, amongst others, armour-piercing incendiary munitions  with a DU-

core [DU: Depleted Uranium].” (Translated from German), Zentrum fuer 

Nachrichtenwesen der Bundeswehr: Leitfaden fuer Bundeswehrkontingente in 

Afghanistan, Stand: 11/2005, pp. 1-11 (written by German “Federal Defense Force’s 

Center for Communication). Prof. of Medicine at Georgetown University Dr. Asef 

Durankovic writes that Natural uranium was “found in drinking water and in urine of 

civilians in Eastern Afghanistan.” (Military Medicine, vol. 170, No 4 (April, 2005), pp. 

277-284; electronic version [Feb. 14, 2010]. Reports point to “spontaneous abortion 

among women and animals” in Tora Bora area of Eastern Afghanistan. (For more 

information, see: Afghanistan after ‘Democracy’: The Untold Story through 

Photographic Images” by Dr. Mohammed Daud Miraki; electronic version; and “Silent 

WMDs-Effects of Depleted Uranium” by Admiral Vishnu Bhagwat, former chief of the 

Naval Staff, India, February 29, 2004/Conference Hosted by the Indian Doctors for 

Peace and Development, February 29, March 1-2, 2004; electronic version 

[February 15, 2010]).   End: February 15, 2010        

 

Dr. Rahmat Rabi Zirakyar is an Independent Scholar based in the U.S.A and can be 
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Section 2 : Literary 

AN UNHEARD STORY 

           Azra Nafees 

 

Let me tell you today an unheard story !!! 

Story of life, a story of unmatchable spirit......... 

Full of hopes, full of dreams; yet full of sorrow 

this is a story about a race, an icon of pride 

lets see, what this race is telling us today..... 

 

I was born in the foot steps of 

Mystical Himaliaya and great Hindukush 

I grew up on the bank of River Swat and Kabul 

I grew up at the foot of Attock and Farah 

Mehran, Ghazni, Qandooz, and Khyber....... 

 

I played in the planes of Bagram, Wana and Shindoor 

I climbed the mountains of Qandhar and Chiratt 

I stormed the deserts of Hilmand and Karak 

I have witnessed the blosom Of Lala and Tulips 

Kashmali & Jasmine fragrance my soul...... 
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I drank from lake saifulmalook & Band-e-Amir 

I ate from the fields of wardak, chaman and Kohat 

I grew up among fairy tale characters, guns and Leopards 

I drank from great fountains of Ilm & Iman 

I lived with the admiring & symbolic code of Pakhtoonwali 

 

Many stories I can tell, 

many songs I can sing, 

Many poems I can spur!!! 

Mountains taught me to stand erect 

with my chin up, to be exact......... 

 

I vow to be staunch and steadfast , 

to face the storms and harsh weathering....... 

with a joyful look and smile..... 

Violent rivers taught me to be 

magnanimous, vigorous and yet so free....... 

 

Deep lakes taught my passionate heart 

How to Stay calm during full moon nights...... 

Deserts and bare planes taught me to bear burning storms 

Sun rays, chirping birds, breeze, flowers and the dew drops 

have given me a kind,full of love, ‘beautiful heart’ ........ 
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The tests from Time 

has exquisitely forged my gallant morals 

All the troubles, all the hardships 

merged my will, strength & thoughts 

into an organic whole. 

 

I am part of my land, 

part of Nature. 

Nature and Pukhtuns  

are a single entity, 

inseperable...Undefeatable....... 

 

I belong to the people,belong to the history 

I shall speak the truth, speak my mind...... 

I hope that the nations around the world 

understand me and respect my existence... 

come forward to peep inside my Eutopian world.... 

 

BUT the world has turned a blind eye 

upon all the attrocities that are inflicted on me... 

Tyrant hands are tampering with me now, 

Torturing and smearing my soul 

and damaging my true being............. 
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The war drums are shaking the Earth, 

the alarms sounding from far and wide 

Armies are lining once more.......... 

with all their powers & wicked tricks 

Tyrants are trying to wipe me out...... 

 

My colourful dreams and songs of peace 

are mingled with the bugles of war 

I’m presented as something alien, 

Someone vicious and uncivilized!!! 

 

But thats not what I am or what I dreamt, 

neither my fate, I won't comment...... 

My history testifies and my valor proves 

Its just a test, yes another big test!!! 

Our luck shall blossom, 

 

we'll rise soon with all our might 

and shall work harder day and night 

I'm sure, we’ll pass this test... 

This world will witness once again, 
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our fortune shall definitely change 

The spring shall return 

and the birds shall sing 

Knowledge shall enlighten our 

hearts, minds and land... 

 

Earth and tyrant powers in it 

all the colors, dreams and 

sorrows of its inhabitants 

all the life and might in it... 

may not remain, may not live forever 

 

But the tales of gallant Pakhtoons 

the tales of noble Pakhtoonwali... 

Tales of the triumphant righteousness 

And tales of the perishing falsehood 

shall always remain.�
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ZAMA PA KHAWRA  

Asad Zaland 

 

Tar so pory balegi ba lamby zama pa khawra. 

Bahagi may da Tana veeny sray zama pa Khawra. 

 

 

Haalaat chy sa paroon wo hagha nan hum di yaraano. 

abasa masharaan kavi jargay zama pa khawra. 

 

 

Yaraano da khpal kor ao khpaly khawray khpal ikhtiar v. 

ikhtiar kala manama za prady zama pa khawra. 

 

 

Khpalwaan my pa sangar k da ighyaar tar sanga veenam. 

Tarri zama da qatal mansooby zama pa khawra. 

 

 

ASADA! daa qaatil sa ajeeba ghunday qaatil dy. 

Hum qatal kavi hum kavi sajday zama pa khawra. 
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Dray Sharoona 

Asad Zaland 

 

 

Gham dh janaan ao ka na gham dh khpal armaan ojarram 

Zarrgia pregda nan ba khpal PUKHTUNISTAN ojarram. 

 

 

Tora tyara da na my kor shta na manzal veenama 

Khpal maashooman krrama qalaar k boodagan ojarram 

 

 

daa ba zamoong qismat k leekh wa chy taala targha show 

tha spory zulfy jarra zh ba khpal grewaan ojarram... 

 

 

The poet is based in Islamabad and can be reached at asadzaland@yahoo.com
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A Lonely Mother  

Anwar Wafi Hayat 

 

  

I am a lonely mother 

Exhausted, 

Despaired. 

Longing for my own, 

My own children 

Who have forsaken me 

No more proud of me 

I am not old yet 

But the carelessness 

Of my children 

Has weakened 

My bones. 

I am a tree 

In need of care 

Autumn has not come 

But my leaves 

Are falling 

Leaving me standing stunted 

In the cruel desert 
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Of my loneliness, 

Watering my roots 

With my tears. 

I am a stranger 

In my own home 

Facing the blows 

Of foreign hands. 

Their black nails 

Tear my skin apart, 

Digging deep ditches 

In my broken heart. 

Will they return? 

To defend me 

Or will they let me die? 

I don’t know 

For I am a lonely mother 

Wretched and blue 

I am the poor Pashto*, 

Ah! I am the poor Pashto.��

The writer is a student of BBA(hons) at IBMS, N.W.F.P Agriculture university 

peshawar and can be reached at wafi_hayat@yahoo.com 

 His website can be visited at http://www.neopoet.com/node/21982 
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Section 3 : Art,  Culture & Entertainment 

Alluring Handicrafts from Swat  

Azra Nafees 

 

igh in the rugged mountains of Pukhtunkhwa lays the Vale of Swat and the 

river of the same name runs through it. In ancient texts, the Swat River is 

called Suvastu , meaning "good dwelling place," perhaps indicating that the 

land by the river was a pleasant place to live. The region drained by the Swat is 

referred to in later Sanskrit texts as Uddiyana,  or "garden," reaffirming the fertile and 

agreeable nature of the land. 

In the fertile soil of Swat, more than flowers and crops have grown: On land 

nestled between peaks and vales, a rich artisan tradition has flourished that reflects 

the intermingling of different cultures and civilizations that has taken place over the 

years. Among the varied Central Asian artistic traditions, the art of the Vale of Swat 

is unique.��

The origin of embroidery has a long and time-tested history and is recorded in 

the annals of history from time immemorial. Intricately designed and embroidered 

clothing, decoration pieces, and household items have been hallmarks of social 

status and signs of affluence and wealth of the family in many ancient cultures and 

civilizations in Central Asia. Hand Embroidery is a traditional genre of art passed 

from generation to generation in diverse cultures and the art-oriented dwellers of 

Swat have inherited this profound tradition from the artisans of Gandhara.  

Swati Embroidery 

Swati embroidery is of great significance and has won a unique status due to 

its innovative and creative underpinning all over the world. In the past when modern 

embroidery accessories were not easily available, pure silver yarn was used in 

embroidery and the dresses designed in this fashion were very heavy and bulky. As 

most of the girls and ladies in Swat remain in the vicinity of their homes, so they 

H 
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pursue this art of embroidery as their favourite pass time. These talented girls of the 

artistic valley of Swat decorate and adorn all the dresses, shawls, blankets, bed 

sheets, pillow covers, table cloths, veils, head scarves, handkerchiefs and caps 

which become a part of their dowry after their marriage. The exquisitely designed 

items by these aesthetic girls are the most sought after pieces of embroidery in 

Swat. The golden lace embroidery of Swat has acquired a distinct recognition in the 

world of fashion today. 

Swati Dresses  

 The beaded and mirrored 

embroidery around the necks and 

sleeves of the dresses and Saadar 

(Shawl) with golden and silver ribbons 

studded with artificial gemstones and 

sequence  are the exquisite, unique and 

typical creations and products of the 

artistic embroiders of Swat. These 

aesthetic and artistic handicrafts of Swat 

have a very high demand in the local 

and international market. 

 

Bodice Of A Dress   

 

            An exquisitely embroidered 

bodice of a dress with silk thread in red, 

olive green and magenta. Mirrors and 

beads have also been added to give the 

piece a unique and catchy look. Mostly 

the embroidery is finished in geometric 

patterns which make the outfit appear 

more appealing and trendy. 
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Embroidered Dress 

 

               A Woman's dress, 

which has been beautifully 

embroidered on black cotton 

fabric. The bodice and sleeves 

have been generously adorned 

with silk thread and valuable 

trade items such as seed beads, 

mother of pearl buttons and a 

zipper on the edges of sleeves 

and top. 

 

�

Details Of The Bodice And Sleeve 
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Weaving Pashmina Shawls 

The sinfully warm and delectably fine Pashmina 

shawl is weaved in the alluring Swat valley. 

Greatly sought after by tourists, these 

expensive shawls are made from the fine hair 

of Pashmina goats. Pashm is the wool of capra 

hircus, an Asian species of mountain goat. The 

fine fleece used to make these shawls is that 

which grows beneath the rough outer hair. Did 

you know that the finest hair comes from the 

underbelly and is shed with the onset of 

summer? The Pashmina shawl usually comes 

in subtle shades of cream, beige, brown and 

grey, depending on the natural color of the fleece. They may be dyed to produce 

brighter colors or livened up with embroidery. 

The silk Pashmina Shawls unveils the sensuous feel and beauty of pure silk with 

unrivalled embroidery work by the dexterous designers of the Swat valley. The 

sheen of Silk and softness of Pashmina reflected in Swati shawls allures and 

captivates the on lookers.  

Embroidered Shawls � 

Swat is undoubtedly a place on earth where 

traditions and customs rule high and its talented 

people have been brought up in the lap of pure 

Mother Nature. They have been brought up by 

nature and taught how to tackle the severities of 

nature by nature itself. The traditional handicrafts, 

especially embroidered shawls, and seasoned 

artisans are the assets of Swat that is a source of 

pride and popularity for all the citizens of this exotic 
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valley. The range of unique and one of its kind designs have been chosen for the 

reader’s interest. The details of the fine stitching and patterns have also been added, 

that simply portrays the artisanship and dexterity of the designer. 

Bagh or Phulkari  

 In Swat, the embroidery is called 

bagh, or "flower garden". Elsewhere in 

Pakistan it is called phulkari, an Urdu 

word derived from phul, meaning 

"flower"—and Swati decorated textiles do 

indeed resemble exquisite, stylized flower 

gardens. Although bagh reveals some 

foreign influences in the patterns, the 

style ultimately expresses a local 

aesthetic. Either the cloth is packed with 

ornamentation, or the space is stabilized 

by a center medallion and decorated with borders. In shawls, designs are 

predominantly geometric and floral, repeated in an orderly fashion. 

 

 

 

 

Geometric Designs 

 Indeed, the folk art of Swat delights in orderly, grid-like alignment. In that 

sense, Swati textiles show predictable composition, for the desire to avoid imbalance 
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and haphazardly composed designs puts a premium on symmetrical placement of 

patterns and rows of patterns. Swati patterns are dense, tightly constructed, breaking 

up the surface plane as no other folk tradition does. Placement, spacing and motifs 

are what make the Swati artistic tradition unique. 

 For example, this shawl has embroidery so dense that it completely covers 

the red cotton ground cloth. The pattern is composed of diamonds set in larger 

diamonds, stitched in white, rust, and gold silk thread. The broad borders, feature 

cross-hatching and diamond designs that subtly reverse the color scheme. 

 

 

Mirror Work 

 The women of swat traditionally carry embroidered 

shawls, chaadars and dupattas as part of their dowry. This 

work can be identified by its use of tiny mirrors with colorful 

threads that shape floral and figurative designs. Its shiny 

brilliance makes it a hot favorite with tourists. 
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Details Of Mirror Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zardozi  

 Zari is gold, and zardozi embroidery is the 

glitteringly ornate, heavily encrusted gold thread 

work practiced in Valley Swat. Of course, the days 

of using real gold and silver thread are now history. 

What you can get, however, is synthetic or ‘tested’ 

zari embroidery. The design is fed into the cloth from 

the reverse side using darning needles and one 

thread at a time, leaving a long stitch below to form 

the basic pattern. The embroidery is usually done 

with silk or satin thread, in both a vertical and 

horizontal pattern so that when the phulkari is finally 

ready, the play of light on its shiny surface lends it 

breathtaking beauty. Zardozi is done in satin stitch too, that gives the finished piece 

an alluring antique look. 
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Details Of Zardozi  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chamba 

 This magnificient shawl has a stylized phul 

(flower) characteristic of Swati embroidery, with a 

large central "Motif" surrounded by smaller ones. 

The juxtaposition of intense shocking pink and 

fuchsia colours with bold simplified floral forms 

makes this functional object exceptionally attractive. 

 The embroidery is usually accomplished from 

the reverse. Using silk thread, the needlework is 

started by outlining the designs with one running 

stitch, and then filled in the outline with another. The 

characteristic phulkari stitch of closely placed, 

parallel threads that results resembles a satin stitch. 

Since all the threads must be counted to make the 

outline of the design, the work, is best accomplished 

in daylight. 
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Details Of Chamba 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miscellaneous Items 

 Other unique and indigenous creations of Swati artisanship include woolen 

rugs and mats, pillow cases, cushion covers, kid’s waistcoats, Caps and bonnets, 

purses, pouches and wallets, decorative waist belts, decorative hair and head bands 

and other dress accessories.  

Pillow Cases 

 Pillow cases are perfected in the distinctive Phulkari style of the Swat Valley. 

They exhibit elaborate geometric designs and are different on the front and back of 

the case. Colour scheming is done in dominant reds and pinks, with all variations of 

red from shocking pink to maroon as well as some orange and peach. All over silk 

embroidery in reds, fuchsia and green, speaks for the designer’s skill and 

industriousness. 
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Cushion Covers 

             Cushions and bolsters constitute an integral part in the traditional society of 

Swat where Hujras (center of meetings of local folk) attract diverse community 

members after dinner to discuss local, political and international issues and 

progress. Usually Hujra is a huge hall spread with local rugs, cushions and bolsters 

upon which the people rest their tired and exhausted backs sipping Green tea or 

Black tea. These bolsters and cushions are an important feature of a Hujra and are 

decorated with colourful cotton or silk threads, tassels, golden lace, beads. The 

ingenious and beautiful damsels of Swat create these embellishments which has 

rendered Swat a place on earth ruled by traditions and cultural values. 
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Kids’ Waistcoats 

            Embroidered and embellished boys waistcoats are among the popular outfits 

of Swat Valley. The intricate and artistic twisting of thread is itself seen as an 

embellishment by the Swati community. They often weave cotton thread into a broad 

band as a textured or patterned base, and then loop through buttons, beads, metallic 

droplets or whatever catches their fancy.  

Beads, shells, cowries and feathers are simple but amazingly creative means to 

adorn the boy’s ensembles beautiful. 
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Caps and Bonnets   

 

 Apart from other cultural influences the artisans of Swat have established their 

own footprints in the art of embroidery and garments. The peculiar and typical 

Pakools (caps for boys & men) is specially weaved and made from local livestock 

fleece, or in other case cotton, which is considered an essential part of dress, in the 

freezing winters of the valley and revered for its immemorial tradition. The seasoned 

artisans remain engrossed in making these traditional outfits throughout the year in 

different colours and shapes. These artisans are respected throughout the valley for 

their skill and mastery in the field of weaving. These Pakools and caps are available 

in several hues, shapes and shades,  depending on the age and taste of the wearer. 
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The range of Pashtun children's hats and bonnets from the Swat Valley are all done 

in cross-stitch and chain-stitch embroidery with beads and other adornments 

including coins and buttons and a zipper used at the bottom edging. 

 

 

If you have some 

knowledge about 

needlework, then you'll 

probably agree that the 

inside of these hats is as 

interesting as the 

outside. Some exteriors 

have geometric patterns 

while others are more 

curvilinear and organic. 

The colors also vary 
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widely with some sporting browns, mustards and oranges while others are much 

muted. It's possible that those pale colors are the result of fading — it's not 

completely clear. Most designs use a type of chain stitch. 

 

Purses, Pouches, Wallets And Belts 

Other notable pieces of Swati artisanship include Purses, pouches, wallets and waist 

belts for girls, which are exquisitely decorated with silk thread, beads, sequences, 

cowries, metal adornments and fringes. 
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PARADISE LOST  

Zubair Torwali 

 

hen you travel via the main road through 

the green and scenic valley of Swat you 

reach a place after a journey of almost 

two hours, where the valley gets 

narrower, and beyond that it presents the form of a 

gorge with steep alpine trees and terraced fields on 

both sides of the river. The peaks of the steep hills 

are usually covered with snow. This gorge starts 

when you cross the red bridge in Madyan. Beyond 

this point the road runs along the bank of the Swat 

River which is fed by glaciers up in the highlands. 

This valley beyond Madyan is known as Swat 

Kohistan, situated at a distance of around sixty 

kilometres from the district headquarter, Saidu 

Sharif. The narrow valley of Swat Kohistan is about 

fifty kilometres long besides the side valleys which 

fall into the Swat River. This is the most attractive 

part of Swat for tourists who used to come to see 

the natural beauty of azure lakes, lush green 

pastures and foaming waterfalls. Malam Jabba and 

Marghuzar near Saidu Sharif are also tourist 

destinations. The tributary valleys are Chail Dara, 

Daral Dara, Bady Dara; and the two well-known 

Daras beyond Kalam – the Ushu and Utrore. Both 

of these valleys have famous lakes high up in the 

mountains. These are the Mahu Dand and Kandol 

Dand. These valleys have also lush green pastures 

and lakes.  
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 The people of Swat Kohistan are not Pushtuns 

like their neighbours in the rest of Swat. They are the 

oldest inhabitants of Swat and belong to the Dard 

people. They have their distinct Dardic languages. The 

people living in Chail Dara and along the main valley 

from Madyan up to Peshmal, the point from where 

Kalam is seen, are called Torwali, while the people of 

Kalam, Ushu and Utrore are Gawaris. The language of 

the Torwali people is Torwali, whereas the language of 

the Gawari people is Gawari. These two communities 

are called Kohistanis by their neighbours in Swat. 

Apart from these two communities a considerable 

number of Gujjars also live in the area.  

 The population of Swat Kohistan is over 

200,000, with Bahrain and Kalam as the main towns. 

Most of the people live in villages and hamlets along 

the whole valley, with agriculture as their main source 

of income. The cultivable land is mostly in the form of 

terraces which run along the slopes of the hills. This 

small agriculture cannot feed the people, hence a 

large number of the population, particularly the youth, 

opt to migrate to the cities in order to earn a 

livelihood. Most of these young people work in the 

coal mines of Hyderabad, Quetta, Hangu, Chirat and 

Chakwal. Over 30 % of Torwali people live in the cities 

of Karachi, Hyderabad, Quetta, Rawalpindi, Nowshera 

and Peshawar. Now a number of families have 

migrated to Sialkot as well. 

 Swat Kohistan was annexed in 1922 by the 

then ruler of Swat, Miangul Abdul Wadud, commonly 

known as Badshah Sahib. But Kalam was not annexed, 

as it was then a disputed area claimed by the Nawab of 

Dir, Mehter of Chitral and Ruler of Swat. The area was 
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then a tehsil, with Bahrain as the headquarters. After the merger of the state with 

Pakistan in 1969 the area was administratively 

divided into two tehsils, namely Bahrain and Kalam.  

 With the devolution plan in 2002 the area was 

divided into five union councils, namely Bahrain, 

Mankiyal, Balakot, Kalam and Utrore. Recently, the 

whole area was given the status of a sub-division, 

with Bahrain as its headquarters. A sub-divisional magistrate has been appointed at 

Bahrain, and there is a session court there as well. 

 In the beginning, when the Taliban had established their writ in Swat, they did 

not bother much about Swat Kohistan. It was perhaps because of the different 

ethnicity of the area. But in the early summer in 2008 the Taliban came to Bahrain 

and Kalam, and established their writ here. The local people treated the Taliban 

diplomatically and were successful in sending them back to their strongholds in lower 

Swat. During this period the local people used to select men to perform duty in the 

police stations. 

 Thus the Taliban were satisfied that the local people were under their 

command, and were happy with them. Hence the operation in 2008 was not 

extended to the area by the military. The people of Swat Kohistan were very proud of 

their policy of diplomacy. But this pride was not to remain for long, as soon after the 

February 2009 peace deal between the Taliban and the government, the former 

moved towards Swat Kohistan and made Bahrain one of their strongholds. The 

Taliban came to Bahrain with the support of some local Taliban on April 1, 2009, and 

remained here till mid-June, when the military started operations in the area. During 

the two month and a half period the Taliban created much fear in the area by 

punishing the local people and closing all private schools, along with barbers, CD 

and music shops. Many local elders left Bahrain for either Peshawar or Rawalpindi. 

The main town Bahrain was evacuated and the residents left for the nearby villages.  

 The people of Kalam resisted the Taliban in the beginning but were not 

successful for very long, as many of their families, who were coming back after 

spending the winter in the plains of Peshawar and Charsada, were taken hostage by 

the Taliban near Fatehpur. This made the local people of Kalam succumb to the 

demands of the Taliban.  

 

There is no college for 
this population of over 
200,000 Kohistanis. The 
entire area has one girls’ 
high school which does 
not even have a science 
teacher 
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 When the Operation Rah-e-Raast was officially launched on May 7, 2009, a 

long-lasting curfew was imposed on the main road, which prevented the people of 

Swat Kohistan from fleeing the war. The closure of the road was extended for over a 

month. During this period the people of Swat Kohistan, who were virtually besieged 

due to the unending curfew, ran out of food. They slaughtered their cattle and ate the 

meat without bread or salt. The people of lower Swat were allowed to leave for the 

camps and cities and become IDPs, but the people of this area were IBPs (Internally 

Besieged People). 

 Being isolated and poor, the people of Swat Kohistan lag behind in education 

from the people of Swat. The literacy rate is very low in the area, in males not above 

15 % and in females less than 5 %. The rate of drop-outs at every level of education 

is very high in the area. This is because of a number of factors. The winter migration 

of the people to the plains, the non-availability of an educational infrastructure 

particularly for girls, a lack of higher education, and the acute poverty prevailing in 

the area are the main reasons for this sorry state of affairs. There is no college for 

this population of over 200,000 in the area. There is a higher secondary school in 

Mankiyal-the village between Bahrain and Kalam-but it is virtually a ghost college. 

The higher secondary school to date lacks a principal. The entire area has one girls 

high school which does not even have a science teacher.  Besides agriculture, the 

forest royalty is another source of income in the area, but this sector, too, has 

deteriorated, as in every village there are a number of feuds regarding royalty. These 

issues are encouraged by the forest and revenue department and contractors. The 

area has great potential for tourism. There are over two hundred hotels in Kalam and 

Bahrain. The side valleys need access as they are rich in spots for skiing and other 

winter sports. 

 In addition, quotas in the government and armed services, and at the 

educational institutions at college and university level should be provided for the area 

on the basis of equality. There is not a single civil servant nor an armed forces officer 

from the whole area. Many educated people find it difficult to secure jobs in 

government. 

 In the wake of the Operation Rah-e-Raast, the majority of the people of Swat 

Kohistan could not make for the cities, hence were not registered as IDPs. Now they 

demand that they should be registered in order to get relief. Another hurdle is the 

making of Computerized National Identity Cards. The CNICs are now of great 
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importance as nobody can get registered without them, and travel within Swat is now 

impossible without ID cards. A data collection point has been set up in Bahrain but 

there is none in Kalam. For a few days the NADRA arranged a mobile van for data 

collection for Kalam but afterwards the mobile van ceased to operate there. A few 

days ago the people of Kalam held a grand Jerga in order to demand a data 

collection point by NADRA in Kalam. They have also brought back the 1200 data 

forms which had been filled by the mobile van. The people of Kalam say that they 

have collected the 1200 forms from the police station in Madyan. They say the forms 

were not sent for further processing.  

 According to the Social Welfare Office of Swat more than sixty humanitarian 

organizations have started their work in Swat but none of these have come to Swat 

Kohistan. Rehabilitation work is mainly focused in the main hubs such as Saidu 

Sharif, Mingora and Matta, but the peripheries were altogether neglected. The 

people of Swat Kohistan expected that their area would be focused more for being a 

tourist destination but no organization, either national or international, has ventured 

to intervene in the area. No doubt the WFP has opened its relief distribution point in 

Kalam. People very much appreciate that. But they wonder why the other 

developmental and relief organizations have ignored Swat Kohistan.  

 The people demand that their area must also get its due share of 

rehabilitation and developmental work. People from all over Swat express their 

discontent at the work of these organizations. They say that there seems much ado, 

but on the ground the performance is far from satisfactory. They say that the 

organizations present a scene of “looking busy doing nothing”. There is also a lack of 

proper planning and coordination. Many of the organizations intervene in the same 

sector and in the same area. There is also a lack of proper coordination on the side 

of the government. The people say that the government does not seem serious 

about rehabilitation work. An official in the revenue department in Mingora told this 

writer that the government has promised Rs. 300,000 for each civilian killed in the 

operation or by the militants, but in fact the government only pays Rs. 100,000. This 

is indeed a serious issue. The people will waste their energies and money in visiting 

government offices, but the result will be zero. The government needs to clarify its 

position on this issue. 

Zubair Torwali is freelance analyst, executive director, Idara Baraye Taleem-o-Taraqi 

(IBT) i.e. Center for Education and Development, in Bahrain, Swat.  
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ABOUT US  

Welcome to SAHAR - The Voice of Pashtuns-a monthly publication that 

commits to engage with the ever-evolving and increasingly significant paradigm in 

ashtun thought and psyche transformation. 

The need of SAHAR was felt due to the ever increasing misconceptions about 

Pashtuns in the region and the criticality of the same in the development of various 

stereotypes about Pashtun nation in general. SAHAR is an initiative to engage the 

Pashtun intelligentsia and youth, both at home and in the Diaspora with the aim to 

discuss Pashtun issues and contribute to a more informed debate on the Pashtun 

question on both sides of the Durand Line. The Magazine also intends to provide a 

forum to our youth to remain in touch with their culture, art and literature and at the 

same time, to illustrate a softer image of the Pashtuns to the outer world.  

On another level, and more importantly, it is of particular relevance to mention 

that SAHAR aims to provide input to the policy and decision makers in the 

public/private sector both at home and abroad by providing a more authentic and 

indigenous debate and analysis on the various aspects of the crises currently being 

faced in the region.  

Finally, SAHAR will act as a platform to bring out the immense talent in our 

youth and make them stakeholders in the debate with the long term aim of preparing 

them for leadership role in the future. 

It is our hope that the contributions in SAHAR will help burnish and restore the 

credibility and essence of true Pashtun society while also proving useful to provide 

input to policy making in the region.  

 

SAHAR works in association with Aryana Institute for Regional Research and 

Advocacy (AIRRA) in Pakistan and Pashtun Peace Forum ( PPF) Canada and PPF 

(UK). 
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GUIDELINES FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION  

SAHAR-The Voice of Pashtuns welcomes article submissions by all, 

particularly Pashtuns, regardless of their age, location, creed, caste, as intend to 

become  the real ‘Voices of Pashtuns’. If you have an article you think would be 

suitable for publication in SAHAR, please send an e-mail with the subject heading 

“Submission” to the editor at editorsahar@gmail.com 

Articles that adhere to the guidelines given below shall be considered for publication. 

Please remember that SAHAR does not pay for submissions as we work as a 

volunteer team. 

Content  

 You can write on any subject that relates to Pashtun issues (ie Pashtun 

history, politics, geo-politics, economy, society, current affairs and contemporary 

issues, culture, war/peace, leadership, interviews of Pashtun celebrities, travelogues, 

cuisine, art and heritage or anything that revolves around Pashtuns). If you want to 

know first whether we would be interested in featuring your article before you write it, 

e-mail your proposal to us at the given mailing address and we will be glad to 

discuss it. 

SAHAR seeks fact-based analysis and opinions but well-thought out views or 

arguments that are well supported will have a much better chance of being featured. 

If you source information used in your article, you must mention the source at the 

end of the article or provide footnotes. Please facts check your work. Particularly if 

your article is about something controversial, it’s best to provide sources to support 

your assertions. 

Format  

Please attach articles as a Word document with your email. Please single-

space and do not indent. Type your articles in Aerial Style, Size12 font. Also send 

photos if any with relevant captions.  Submitted articles should be final drafts. Please 

take care to proofread your own work before submitting it. If you think that your 
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English is not up to the mark, the editor will be happy to work with you provided 

sufficient time is available. 

If the editor decides your article requires any kind of significant revision before 

publication, you will be notified and given the opportunity to approve of any such 

changes. Such revisions may include correction of factual statements, revisions for 

grammar and readability, and changing the title to something likelier to draw more 

readers’ attention or improve search engine optimization. Any proposed revisions are 

intended only to improve the quality of each article.  

Please include a short bio with your submission to let readers know a little 

about you, just something brief to let people know who you are. You may also submit 

a photograph of yourself that will appear with your bio.   

Please let the editor know whether a piece is an exclusive submission or not, 

and whether it has been published elsewhere previously (this will not affect the 

consideration your article is given, but the courtesy is appreciated). 

Deadline for receipt of articles 

Articles should reach the editor by the 10th of each month. Your articles, after 

due editing might find place in any of the upcoming issues depending upon the 

quality and suitability of the articles. However, selection of articles for publication is 

the sole discretion of the Editorial Board.  

Disclaimer  

The views and opinions expressed in articles published at ‘SAHAR- The Voice 

of Pashtuns are the respective author’s own. Every effort is taken to ensure that 

information published at SAHAR is factually accurate. However, SAHAR does not 

accept any responsibility for submitted articles that are published on the website. 

Under no circumstances shall SAHAR be held liable for the work of others for which 

permission has been granted for publication at SAHAR. 

Thank you for considering SAHAR-The Voice of Pashtuns  as an outlet for your 

writing! 
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All Rights Reserved  

Except where otherwise indicated, entire contents are copyright@editorsahar 

Feel free to distribute this magazine (in whole and for free) to anyone you want. 

However you may not sell this magazine or its contents, nor extract and use more 

than a paragraph of content in some other publication without the permission of the 

Editor in Chief. Published monthly in PDF. Visit us at 

 

http://khyberwatch.com/Sahar   

 

 ( For downloading or viewing ) 

And 

http://www.airra.org/analysis/SaharSeptemberfinaldoc.pdf    


